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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
WARDA, TEXAS - LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 

 

PO Box 69 Warda TX 78960 
979.242.3333 holycrosswarda.com 

Welcome to 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

GUESTS & VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.  We 
are glad you are here! Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book in the 
pew (be sure to include the name of any children with you today). We invite you to 
come and worship with us again. If you have any questions, or have an interest in 
joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of our Elders.   
 

OUR COMMUNION POLICY: Communicant members of LC-MS congregations are 
welcome to join us for Communion. Please mark the Fellowship Book, providing us 
with your address and the name of your home congregation. In keeping with our 
confessional heritage, we practice “close communion.” If you are not a member of 
an LC-MS congregation and wish to commune, we ask that you please visit with 
Pastor or one of our Elder’s before partaking of Holy Communion. Thank you.  
 

IN TODAY’S READINGS:  
God’s Word Is Fulfilled for Us in the Flesh and Blood of Christ Jesus, the Son of Mary 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the Nativity of Our Lord. 
With the blessed Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son, conceived 
in her womb by the Word and Spirit of God. This fulfillment of the sign once given 
to the house of David, that “the virgin shall conceive and bear a son” (Is. 7:14), is now giv-
en to us in the Gospel. It declares that salvation is by His grace alone, entirely His 
work and a free gift. It also is the way and means by which the Lord our God is Im-
manuel, “God with us.” The almighty and eternal Son of God is conceived and born 
of Mary, and is thus “descended from David according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3–4). He comes 
in this way to save us with His own flesh and blood; wherefore, He is called “Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received this sign in faith 
and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord commanded him” (Matt. 1:24), we also live 
by faith in this Holy Gospel. 
 

PRELUDE - Selected 
 

THE RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
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OPENING HYMN “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” LSB Hymn 336 
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 [Please stand] 
 

INVOCATION pg. 15ff 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
C ♫ Amen.  Matthew 28:20 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
grant us forgiveness. [Hebrews 10:22] 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C ♫ Who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C ♫ And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5 
C O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto 

Thee all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and 
justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them, and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings 
and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called an ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  

C ♫ Amen. [John 20:19-23] 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT - Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
 and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
 and with him is plentiful redemption. 
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And he will redeem Israel 
 from all his iniquities. 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 

GLORIA PATRI Pg. 16ff. 
 

C ♫ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

KYRIE  
 

C ♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have 
mercy upon us. Mark 10:47 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
C ♫ And with thy spirit.  
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C ♫ Amen. 
 

[Please sit] 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10-17 
 

 10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 
the Lord to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be desert-
ed. 17The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s 
house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Ju-
dah—the king of Assyria.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 

EPISTLE READING Romans 1:1-7 
   

 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scrip-
tures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 
declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrec-
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tion from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 
nations, 6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 

[Please stand and face the pastor in the center of the nave, a sign of Christ’s presence among His people] 
 

VERSE Matthew 1:23a 
 

C ♫ Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
P Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel . 
C ♫ Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
C ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a 
son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
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NICENE CREED pg. 22 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds. God of God, 
Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one 
substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from heaven And was incarnate by the Holy 
Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on 
the right hand of the Father; And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. And I 
believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; Who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world 
to come. Amen.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”                LSB Hymn 357 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
  Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2.  O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord'rest all things mightily; 
 To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

3.  O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height 
 In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

4.  O come, Thou Branch of Jesse's tree, Free them from Satan's tyranny 
 That trust Thy mighty pow'r to save, And give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Refrain 

5.  O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav'nly home; 
 Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Refrain 

6.  O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

7.   O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 
  Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
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SERMON “The God Who is With Us”    
 

[Please stand] 
 

OFFERTORY pg. 22 
C ♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy 
free spirit. Amen. Psalm 51:10-12 

 

[Please sit] 
 

RECEIPT OF OFFERINGS 
 

PAUSE TO PONDER: Matthew 1:21 – “She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” What our good works 
could never do, Jesus has done: He has saved us from our sins, paid our debt, set us 
free. How can we not give thanks to Him with lives of generosity and godliness? 
What God’s Law could not do — truly motivate us to truly good works — Jesus’ 
love has done! 
  

[Please stand] 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Lord God, You promised the virgin-born Son to reluctant King Ahaz, and in the 
fullness of time the Word became flesh. Open our hearts and strengthen our faith 
gladly to receive Your Son in the signs where He is present: not in signs of our own 
choosing, but in the Holy Word and Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord God, preserve Your apostolic Gospel and its ministers. Cause the name and 
the resurrection of Christ Jesus to be proclaimed among all the nations, including 
among us who are called to belong to Him, that the obedience of faith may be 
brought about in every place. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord God, it is Your will that we live chaste and decent lives in all that we say and 
do. Preserve all couples who are engaged to be married in faithfulness and honor, 
that they may come to their wedding day without fear, shame or disgrace. Since 
Christ is Immanuel, who saves His people from their sins, clothe all brides and 
grooms in the forgiveness of Jesus, in which all can stand before You cleansed and 
confident of Your blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Lord God, You do not bear with the tiresome flattery and unbelief of kings and rul-
ers forever. Have mercy on us, Lord, and spare our nation. Clear away all empty 
shows of piety and renew genuine faith in the virgin’s Son, that His coming at the 
last may not be a sign against us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord God, You named Your Son “Jesus” because He was born to save us from our 
sins. Give us repentant hearts. Do not let us bow to temptation or abuse His name 
by seeking our own way, but lead us to confess our sins and rejoice in His salvation. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord God, look with kindness on the sick and those in any need especially Linda, 
Carol, Elaine, Jane, Layne, Edward, Christin, Mark, Ann Marie, and all t hose we 
name in our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is 
truly Lord and ruler of the house of Israel. With the Holy Spirit, You spoke to Mo-
ses out of the burning bush and gave the law in terror to test Your ancient people, 
that the fear of You would be before them. As Moses stretched out his arm at Your 
Word to bring Israel out of bondage, and as he stood in the breach against Your 
wrath, so You have given Christ to redeem us with His arms outstretched on the 
wood of the cross. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, 
we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; 
for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.   

 THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION             Page 24ff.  
 

PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
 

P The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

C ♫ And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 

C ♫ We lift them up unto the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. [Psalm 136] 
C ♫ It is meet and right so to do.  
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, pro-
claiming Him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repent-
ance, that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He cometh 
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying: 
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SANCTUS  
 

C ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; Heavn’n and earth are full of 
Thy glory; Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, 
Blessed is He, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to pray:  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 ♫ For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PAX DOMINI AND AGNUS DEI  
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always! John 20:19 
C ♫ Amen.  
C ♫ O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that 
takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. John 1:29 

 

Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 
and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of 
my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

 “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” Hymn 56

 “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” Hymn 71

 “Arise, Sons of the Kingdom” Hymn 69
 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” Hymn 72
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 “Ye Sons of Men, Oh, Hearken” Hymn 75 
 “Once He Came in Blessings” Hymn 74  
 

Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 
blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 
received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

[Please stand] 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS pg. 29ff 
 

C ♫  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Luke 2:29-32 

 

THANKSGIVING AND POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C ♫ And His mercy endures forever. Psalm 107:1 
P We give thanks to Thee, Almighty God, that Thou hast refreshed us through 

this salutary gift; and we beseech Thee that of Thy mercy Thou wouldst 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward Thee and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  

C ♫ Amen.  
 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION pg. 31 
 

P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
C ♫  And with Thy spirit. 
P Bless we the Lord. [Psalm 103:1] 

C ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and 

be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you T and give 
you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 

C ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN “The Advent of Our King” Hymn 68  
  

POSTLUDE 
 
OUTREACH THOUGHT:   
Matthew 1: 18-25:  At first, Joseph had trouble believing that the Holy Spirit was 
directly involved with Mary’s pregnancy.  He planned to divorce her quietly until an 
angel of the Lord came to assure him that Mary would bear a Son and he was to give 
this special Child the name “Jesus” because He will save His people from their sins.  
What a blessed privilege we have to share the Good News of Jesus for the salvation 
of many people.  By just sharing the truth of His name, you are sharing God’s plan 
to save us from the slavery of sin, the wretchedness of the devil, the defeat of the 
grave and the challenges of the sinful flesh.  It’s all in a name.  It’s all in Jesus - the 
reason for the season. 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bible Class - Join us for this morning as we continue our discussion on WHAT IS 
WORSHIP? It’s the quintessential activity of Christians throughout history. It’s a 
lens through which the entire Bible can be explored and understood. It’s been the 
backdrop for some of the most beautiful music ever composed, and for some of the 
fiercest arguments ever fought…Join us as we delve into the Scriptural basis for 
worship; as we walk through the history and tradition that led to the views of wor-
ship espoused in the Lutheran Confessions; and as we study the ins and outs of our 
own liturgy so that Sunday mornings will make more sense! If anything about wor-
ship has ever made you scratch your head, join us! Answers (as well as coffee and snacks) are 
always free! 

This morning, we’ll need a little help putting away decorations in the Fellowship 
Hall. With the high school on Christmas Break, we’ll be having the floors deep 
cleaned throughout the education wing of the church. Thank you in advance for 
helping us with this task! 

150th Anniversary shirts will be available in the narthex this morning and again 
next Sunday. Cost is $15 each. Treat yourself, or a family member, to one for Christmas!  

The Children’s Program dress rehearsal and Christmas party will be held on Thursday even-
ing at 6:00 p.m. All participants are asked to be here for this final practice.  

Advent Midweek Vespers at Holy Cross will help to prepare the way of the Lord by 
focusing on the early chapters of Sts. Luke and Matthew. Dive deep with us in 
meaningful reflections of the events surrounding the incarnation and birth of Jesus 
from the perspectives of Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, and Mary. Come and see 
how God faithfully brings about His salvation through ordinary lives as He sends 
forth an extraordinary Savior—Jesus Christ. Advent Midweek Vespers at 10:30 
a.m and 7pm: December 21 - Mary 

Bible Study - The Wednesday night Bible Study will begin a new study starting Jan-
uary 4, 2023. This 11-week will take you through the entire Old Testament book of 
Judges. Come learn more about the faithfulness of God, despite the forgetfulness of 
His people. You'll read about and learn from some of the more well-known judges, 
like Deborah, Gideon, and Samson, as well as some you may not be familiar with - 
Othniel, Ehud, and Jephthah. There is no cost to join this study and all are welcome! 
Note that during Lent we will adjust the hours of the class so that it does not inter-
fere with the regular Lenten services on Wednesday nights. For more information or 
to register, please contact Cyndy Zoch at cyndy.zoch@gmail.com or 979-966-3166. 

mailto:cyndy.zoch@gmail.com
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Our remaining Advent/Christmas schedule of services is as follows:  
Wednesday, December 21 - midweek worship at 10:30 and 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, December 24 -  Children’s Christmas Program at 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day worship at 9:00 a.m. 
 (No Bible Class or Sunday School today.) 
Saturday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve Worship w/Communion at 7:00 p.m.   
Sunday, January 1, 2023 - Worship w/Communion at 9:00a.m. 
 with installation of 2023 Church officers (No Bible Class or Sunday School today.) 
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Shadow Days   
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a day 
and experience what FLHS is all about.  8th Grade parents, call us today at (979) 242
-2889 to set up a shadow day for your child.  
 
Raffle Items  
The Spring Raffle is just around the corner.  The Board of Directors is currently 
looking for valuable items or monetary donations to be used in the raffle.  Please 
contact Nikki Kueck if you have something to donate!  Thank you! 
 
End of Year Giving 
In Proverbs 2:6, God’s Word promises: "The LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth 
comes knowledge and understanding." Faith Lutheran High School exists to instill 
Christ’s wisdom in His Word to prepare faithful leaders for tomorrow. Thank you 
for being a part of this mission through your prayers and financial support. Please 
prayerfully consider how you can give to further Lutheran education in our area. 
Matching funds are currently available to us from some gracious private donors, so 
please help us take full advantage of this opportunity.  If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck at (979) 242-2889. 
 
Thank you!  
Everyone at FLHS is blessed by each gift that we receive from our supporters. It's 
not about the size of the gift, but the cheerful attitude that gives thanks to God (2 
Corinthians 9:7). Whether your gift seems big or small, it is greatly appreciated and 
makes a bigger impact than you know! 
 
“Faith at Christmas” Program  
The students gave a marvelous performance at Faith at Christmas this past week as 
we celebrated the birth of our Savior. We were incredibly blessed to give this perfor-
mance to those in attendance and those viewing from home.  The video of the pro-
gram can still be found on our Facebook page if you were unable to watch it on 
Tuesday.  
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Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Jonathan and Nikki Kueck in honor 
of their 13th wedding anniversary on December 19th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Linda Hobratschk, diagnosed with multiple myeloma  
Elaine Kieschnick, recovering from a broken elbow   
Carol Jurk, recovering from a broken leg following a fall 
Jane Chapman, recovering from shoulder surgery  
Layne Schramm, recovering from a procedure on Nov. 16 
Edward & Christine Buscha, various health issues 
Mark Landry, son-in-law of Calvin & Gale Mersiovsky, recovering from leg amputa-
tion on Wednesday 
Ann Marie Heinrich, daughter-in-law of Roger Heinrich 
Shirlene (Hannes) Clampit, cousin of David & Linda Lehmann, in St. David’s hospital 
 
The sanctuary Christmas Tree is given to the glory of God by Jerrell and Oranell 
Dunk in loving memory of Joyce Bise, Annie Beasley, Alfred Boriack, and all those 
members of Holy Cros that went to their heavenly home during 2022. 
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Attendance Last Sunday 
Divine Service: 142 Bible Class: 43 

 Sunday School: 7 

Our Response to God’s Blessings 
 
 December 4 December 11 
Estimated General Fund Weekly Need $ 4,610 $ 4,610   
Offering Received $ 5,070 $ 4,215 
Short/Over $   460 $  (395) 
Offerings received through e-giving December 1-15: $ 

Those who serve today: December 18, 2022 
  

 Rev. Dustin Beck Pastor 
 Mrs. Ann Bamsch Organist 
 Mr. Curtis Wedgeworth Lector 
 Mrs. Brenda Woelfel Greeter 
 Mr. Mike Tabbert Audio/Video System 
 Emeree Townsend Acolyte 
           Elders on Duty 

Mr. Jonathan Kueck, Mr. Dennis Pietsch, Mr. J.C. Schramm 
 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
TODAY 9:00 a.m. Divine Service  w/Holy Communion 
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Christmas Prog. Practice 
 11:15 a.m. Jr. Confirmation 
 

WEDNESDAY 10:30 a.m. Advent Worship   
       NO Jr. Confirmation 
 7:00 p.m. Advent Worship 
 

THURSDAY 6:00 p.m. Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal 
SATURDAY 6:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program 
  Picnic Hall Rented 

Next Sunday 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship   
       No Bible Class & Sunday School 
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Soli Deo Gloria 
(To God alone be Glory) 


