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Sunday, November 27, 2022 First Sunday in Advent 
 

GUESTS & VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.  We 
are glad you are here! Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book in the 
pew (be sure to include the name of any children with you today). We invite you to 
come and worship with us again. If you have any questions, or have an interest in 
joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of our Elders.   
 

IN TODAY’S READINGS:  
The Lord Comes in Meekness and Humility to Save Us Now 
The Lord Jesus enters Jerusalem “humble, and mounted on a donkey,” riding on “a beast of 
burden” (Matt. 21:5), as He Himself bears the sins of the world in His body. Now He 
comes by the ministry of the Gospel to save us from sin, death, the devil and hell. 
Therefore, we sing, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Matt. 21:9). For we 
are called “to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob,” His Holy Church, 
“that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths” (Is. 2:3). By His Word, we 
“walk in the light of the LORD” (Is. 2:5). That is to live in love, which “does no wrong to a 
neighbor” (Rom. 13:10). We “cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light,” for 
“salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed” (Rom. 13:11, 12). Hence, the 
entire Christian life is a time to wake and watch, “for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming” (Matt. 24:42). 
 

PRELUDE - Selected 
 

THE RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN “Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates” Hymn 73, 3rd tune 
 

 [Please stand] 
 

OPENING SENTENCES pg. 32ff. 
 

P O Lord, open Thou my lips. 
C ♫ And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. Psalm 51:15 
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P Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
C ♫ Make haste to help me, O Lord. Psalm 70:1 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen. Hallelujah! 

 

INVITATORY AND VENITE 
 

P Oh, come, let us worship the Lord: [Hebrews 10:22] 
C ♫For He is our Maker.  
 

      Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord: 
 let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. 
 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
 and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 
 For the Lord is a great God: 
 and a great King above all gods. 
 In His hand are the deep places of the earth: 
 the strength of the hills is His also. 
 The sea is His, and He made it: 
 and His hands formed the dry land. 
 Oh, come, let us worship and bow down: 
 let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 
 

 For He is our God: 
 and we are the people of His pasture, 

and the sheep of His hand. Psalm 95:1-7 
  

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son: 
 and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen. 

 

PSALMODY 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY - Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Save us, we pray, O LORD! 
 O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
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The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
 you are my God; I will extol you. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
 

 [Please sit] 

 

OFFICE HYMN “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”               LSB Hymn 355 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD. 

 

P But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!  

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 
When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

  

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 
And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore.  
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GRADUAL               Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.   
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 

EPISTLE READING Romans 13:8-14 
   

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not mur-
der, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed 
up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the 
day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

P But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!  

 

[Please stand and face the pastor in the center of the nave, a sign of Christ’s presence among His people] 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
  

 1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the 
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village 
in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Un-
tie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The 
Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill what 
was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey 
and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 
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were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole 
city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet 
Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
 

P But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior of the Nations, Come”                      Hymn 95, v .1-3 
 

SERMON “Walking in His Light”    
 

[Please stand] 
 

TE DEUM pg. 35ff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 We praise Thee, O God; we acknowledge Thee to    -    be       the          Lord. 
2 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of      -      -      -       -        -    Sab  -  a -           oth! 
3 The noble army of martyrs          -      -      -       -        -       praise             Thee; 

1 All the earth doth worship Thee, the  -  Father  ev  -  er      -      last     -     ing. 
2 Heaven and earth are full of the   majest - y   -   of     Thy     -     glo      -      ry. 
3 the holy Church throughout all the         world  doth  ac  -  knowl-edge   Thee. 

1 To Thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the   pow’rs  there -  in; 
2 The glorious company of the Apostles       -       -       -       -   praise      -  Thee; 
3 The Father of an infinite majesty; Thine adorable 
   true  and              -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -      on    -    ly         Son, 
4 Thou art the King of Glory,       -       -       -       -       -            O               Christ. 

1 To Thee cherubim and seraphim con  -  tin   -   ual    -    ly      do           cry: 
2 The goodly fellowship of the        -        proph  -  ets          praise             Thee. 
3 also the Holy        -        -        -       -        Ghost,    the       Com - fort    -    er. 
4 Thou art the everlasting Son       -           of         the             Fa       -       ther. 
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5 When Thou tookest upon Thee to de       -       -       liv      -      er            man, 
6 Thou sittest at the right    -       -       -       -       -       hand         of            God 
7 We therefore pray Thee, help Thy       -       -       -         serv         -         ants, 

5 Thou didst humble Thyself to be born   of           a        vir          -          gin. 
6 in the glory       -       -       -       -       -       of          the      Fa           -          ther. 
7 whom Thou hast redeem-ed    -       -    with       Thy     pre  -  cious       blood. 

5 When Thou hadst overcome the       -       -       sharp-ness        of          death 
6 We believe that        -        -        -       -       -          Thou            shalt        come 
7 Make them to be number- ed    -       -       -           with             Thy         saints 

5 Thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to    all     be       -       liev    -   ers. 
6 to       -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -   be       -        our         Judge. 
7 in glory      -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -  ever       -       last    -    ing. 

8 O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine       -        her     -     i      -      tage. 
9 Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day with   -               out         -         sin. 

8 Govern them and lift       -       them        up          for       -       ev      -     er. 
9 O Lord, have mercy upon us, have       mercy       up       -       on            us. 

8 Day by day we magni - fy Thee. 
9 O Lord, let Thy mercy be upon us, as our trust is in Thee. 
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[Please sit] 
 

RECEIPT OF OFFERINGS 
 

PAUSE TO PONDER: 
Matthew 21:3 – “If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord 
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” Just a colt and her foal. How sig-
nificant could they be? Could they really be used by the Lord for some great, heav-
enly purpose? This is one facet of stewardship we often forget. The blessing it is to 
us to be of service in the Lord’s Kingdom. What honor the Lord bestows upon us 
by using our gifts for His goals! 
  

[Please stand] 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, to rescue us from the dangers of this dark world by the 
advent of Your Son, that we may ever walk in His light and learn the way of peace. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gracious Lord, though we do not know the day or hour of Your Son’s appearing, 
grant that we would always be prepared by sending us faithful pastors and teachers 
who will boldly proclaim Your Word of Law and Gospel to us, that we may be con-
stantly encouraged and built up in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O God of Jacob, You have established Your kingdom as a beacon to call all nations 
unto Yourself. Teach us to walk in the light of Your peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

O Lord of love, visit our homes and defend us from the temptation to walk in the 
works of darkness, that husbands and wives may love one another and raise their 
children in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Almighty Lord, You are the authority to whom all temporal authorities must bow. 
Give wisdom and godly insight to our president; our governor; and all who make, 
administer or judge our laws. Grant peace among the nations, that swords may be 
beaten to plowshares and spears to pruning hooks. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

8 And we worship Thy name ever,       -       -     world   with - out           end.  
9 O Lord, in Thee have I trusted; let me never    be       con  - found   -   ed. 



10 

 

Compassionate Lord, look with mercy upon the sick. Visit them during these 
Advent days to comfort them with Your saving Gospel. If it be Your will, grant 
healing and peace to Dennis, June, Jeanette, Jane, Layne, Edward, Christine, Mark, 
Sandra, Ronnie, and all those name in our hearts for whom we pray. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

O loving Father, You alone know the day and the hour when our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
will come again in glory. Keep us steadfast in the one, true faith, that we may ever be 
ready for His reappearing; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

KYRIE pg. 39 
 

C ♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have 
mercy upon us. Mark 10:47 

   

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY pg. 40 

P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
C ♫ And with thy spirit.  
 

 P  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be res-
cued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliver-
ance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C ♫ Amen.  
 

COLLECT FOR GRACE pg. 40 

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Thy mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run in to any kind of 
danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Thy governance, may be 
righteous in Thy sight; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and 
reignth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

C ♫ Amen.  
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BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION pg. 40 
 

P Bless we the Lord. [Psalm 103:1] 
C ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Ghost be with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

C ♫ Amen.   
 

CLOSING HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” Hymn 95, v. 4-7  
  

POSTLUDE 
 
OUTREACH THOUGHT:  
Matthew 21:1-11 – While we wait with expectancy, what do those who do not know 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ wait for?  Most are not sure of what to expect—the 
world to spiral out of control with increasing uncertainty, loss of hope, fear of judg-
ment or the end?  You have the truth that will make a difference as they face each 
day.  Pray for the Lord to give you the opportunity to share the Good News over a 
cup of coffee, a friendly conversation, or a good book, because God’s Word of hope 
may make their day.  
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bible Class - Join us for this morning as we continue our discussion on WHAT IS 
WORSHIP? It’s the quintessential activity of Christians throughout history. It’s a 
lens through which the entire Bible can be explored and understood. It’s been the 
backdrop for some of the most beautiful music ever composed, and for some of the 
fiercest arguments ever fought…Join us as we delve into the Scriptural basis for 
worship; as we walk through the history and tradition that led to the views of wor-
ship espoused in the Lutheran Confessions; and as we study the ins and outs of our 
own liturgy so that Sunday mornings will make more sense! If anything about wor-
ship has ever made you scratch your head, join us! Answers (as well as coffee and snacks) are 
always free! 
 
Christmas Program practices will begin this morning during the Sunday School 
time. If your child is signed up to participate in the program, please be at the practic-
es starting today.  
 
GEMS: Our Post Oak GEMS (Girls Embracing Mission Service) Group is meeting 
this afternoon at 2:00 PM in the fellowship hall here at Holy Cross. This group is 
open to all girls 5th-12th grade. We will have a brief meeting, an activity, and snack 
time. Moms are welcome too! Please join us for this time of fellowship and fun!  
 
Christmas Dinner - The Ladies Aid will host their annual 80 and Over Christmas 
Dinner on Sunday, December 4th, beginning at 11:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. 
Please RSVP to Christine at 979.242.3333 by tomorrow. Thank you!  
 
Poinsettias - If you would like to give a Poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved 
one, please pick-up an order form from the bulletin board in the Narthex, fill it out 
and return it to the church office by Friday, Dec. 9th. The cost is $10.00 each and 
payment should accompany your form. Checks should be payable to Holy Cross La-
dies Aid. If you have any questions, please call Cyndy at 966-3166 or the church of-
fice. You may take your plant home after the Christmas Day worship service. 
 
Bible Study - The Wednesday night Bible Study will begin a new study starting Jan-
uary 4, 2023. This 11-week will take you through the entire Old Testament book of 
Judges. Come learn more about the faithfulness of God, despite the forgetfulness of 
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His people. You'll read about and learn from some of the more well-known judges, 
like Deborah, Gideon, and Samson, as well as some you may not be familiar with - 
Othniel, Ehud, and Jephthah. There is no cost to join this study and all are welcome! 
Note that during Lent we will adjust the hours of the class so that it does not inter-
fere with the regular Lenten services on Wednesday nights. For more information or 
to register, please contact Cyndy Zoch at cyndy.zoch@gmail.com or 979-966-3166. 
 
The Friendship Circle group at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Giddings is once 
again selling tamales for Christmas. They will come from the Delicious Tamale Fac-
tory in San Antonio. Pork or Spicy Pork for $15/doz. Pick up on Wednesday, Dec. 
14, from 3:00-5:30 p.m. at Immanuel. Order by Dec. 8th by calling Christine Hunt 
at 979.540.0703 or emailing cjhuntavon@gmail.com. Proceeds will go toward a 
scholarship for an Immanuel Lutheran Church member to attend Faith Lutheran 
High School next school year. Thanks for your support!!  
 
Bingo for Seniors - Beginning Wednesday, December 7 – Immanuel in Gid-
dings is excited to partner with A Perfect Way In-home Caregivers to offer an op-
portunity for bingo and fellowship. Mark your calendar for the first Wednesday of 
each month at 1:00 PM at Immanuel’s fellowship hall.  Everything is provided at no 
cost, including bingo supplies, prizes, and food.  If you need assistance with trans-
portation, please contact the church office.  For all other information you may con-
tact Mrs. Brittany Behrens at 979-540-0181.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance Last Sunday 
 

Divine Service: 128     Bible Class: No report 
 Sunday School: 12 

mailto:cyndy.zoch@gmail.com
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Shadow Days   
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a day 
and experience what FLHS is all about.  8th Grade parents, call us today at (979) 242
-2889 to set up a shadow day for your child.  
 
“Faith at Christmas” Program  
FLHS students will present a Christmas concert, “Faith at Christmas,” on Tuesday, 
December 13th at 7:00 pm at FLHS.  Program will include a collection of choir 
pieces, handbell pieces, hymns, scripture readings and more.  Refreshments will be 
served following the program. Please join us!!! 
*This event will also be live streamed on Facebook, for those who would prefer to 
view the sounds of Christmas from home.  
 
Thank you!  
Everyone at FLHS is blessed by each gift that we receive from our supporters. It's 
not about the size of the gift, but the cheerful attitude that gives thanks to God (2 
Corinthians 9:7). Whether your gift seems big or small, it is greatly appreciated and 
makes a bigger impact than you know! 

 

Share the Gift of Love 
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s 
love in a student’s high school experience. We are partnering with families at the in-
tersection of education and faith development. If you would like to support our 
ministry through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent Action Grant, or volunteer 
your time and talents, please contact Nikki Kueck to learn more.  
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Altar flowers are given by Gary and Diane Becker in thanks-
giving to God for all His blessings. 
 

 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 
Rev. Dennis Tegtmeier, hospitalized in Austin 
Jane Chapman, recovering from shoulder surgery on Wednesday 
June Pietsch, back at home  
Jeanette Schramm, under hospice care at home 
Layne Schramm, recovering from a procedure on Nov. 16 
Edward & Christine Buscha, various health issues 
Mark Landry, son-in-law of Calvin & Gale Mersiovsky, home following hospital 
stay, dealing with circulation issues in his legs 
Sandra Behrens, friend of Roger Heinrich, Sr., with various health problems 
Ronnie Peschke, son of Betty Duke, recovering from surgery to remove a cancerous 
tumor from his kidney 
 
Congratulations to Kenny and Melissa Alford on the birth of their granddaughter,   
Hadley Jean Philbrook, on November 3rd. Proud parents are Garet and Kayla Phil-
brook and great-grandparents are Allen and Dolores Wolf.  
 
Dear Members of Holy Cross, 
Thank you for your loving and generous gift toward God’s work in Asia. I so en-
joyed meeting and sharing with you. Thank you for your welcome, your prayers, and 
your partnership in sharing the Gospel through music! In Christ, Becky Bartelt 
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Those who serve today: November 27, 2022 
  

 Rev. Dustin Beck Pastor 
 Mrs. Carol Schramm Organist 
 Mr. Jonathan Kueck Lector 
 Mrs. Linda Hobratschk Audio/Video System 
 Kaitlynn Lehmann Acolyte 
           Elders on Duty 

Mr. Doug Lehmann  
Mr. Allen Wolf 
Mr. Ron Zoch 

 
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

 

TODAY 9:00 a.m. Divine Service  w/Holy Communion 
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:15 a.m. Christmas Program Practice 
 2:00 p.m. GEMS Group 
 
WEDNESDAY 10:30 a.m. Advent Worship   
 6:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation 
 7:00 p.m. Advent Worship 
 
FRIDAY 6:00 p.m. Church Christmas Tree Decorating 
 
SATURDAY PICNIC HALL RENTED 
 
Next Sunday 2nd Sunday in Advent 
 9:00 a.m. Divine Service   
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:15 a.m. Christmas Program Practice 

    11:00 a.m. Ladies Aid 80 & Over Dinner 
    


