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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960 

Sunday, August 28, 2022           Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost             
 
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.  
We are glad you are here! Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book in 
the pew (be sure to include the name of  any children with you today). We invite you 
to come and worship with us again. If  you have any questions, or have an interest in 
joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of  our Elders.   
 
We Are Humbled and Exalted by the Cross of  Christ 
“Everyone who exalts himself  will be humbled,” Jesus proclaims, but “he who humbles himself  
will be exalted” (Luke 14:11). For your hope is in the name of  the Lord, who humbled 
Himself  unto death on the cross and was exalted in His resurrection. So, are you 
humbled by His cross, and “at the resurrection of  the just,” He will say to you, “Friend, 
move up higher” (Luke 14:10, 13–14)? By His grace, the King will honor you “in the 
presence of  a noble,” where your eyes will gaze upon the Prince, His dearly beloved Son 
(Prov. 25:7). As He has dealt so graciously with you, “do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have” (Heb. 13:16), and “do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers” (Heb. 13:2). 
Humble yourself  and exalt your neighbor. 
 

Prelude - Selected 
  
The Ringing of  the Church Bell 
 

Words of  Welcome 
 

Entrance Hymn:                 “God Himself  is Present”                              Hymn 4   
 

[please stand] 
 

Opening Sentences                      pg. 32ff 
P:  O Lord, open Thou my lips. 
C:  ♫ And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
C: ♫ Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Hallelujah! 
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The Invitatory and Venite                                     
P:  Oh, come, let us worship the Lord: 
C: ♫For He is our Maker.  
      ♫ Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord: 

let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of  our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God: 
and a great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of  the earth: 
the strength of  the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, and He made it: 
and His hands formed the dry land. 
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 

 
For He is our God: 
and we are the people of  His pasture, and the sheep of  His hand. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 75:1–2, 6, 9; antiphon: v. 7 
It is God who executes judgment, 
 putting down one and lifting up another. 
We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near. 
 We recount your wondrous deeds. 
At the set time that I appoint 
 I will judge with equity. 
For not from the east or from the west 
 and not from the wilderness comes lifting up. 
But I will declare it forever; 
 I will sing praises to the God of  Jacob. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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It is God who executes judgment, 
 putting down one and lifting up another. 
 

[be seated] 
 
Hymn:           “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”          Hymn 314  
 
Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 25:2-10 (ESV) 
 2It is the glory of  God to conceal things, but the glory of  kings is to search things 
out. 3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, so the heart of  kings is un-
searchable. 4Take away the dross from the silver, and the smith has material for a ves-
sel; take away the wicked from the presence of  the king, and his throne will be estab-
lished in righteousness. 6Do not put yourself  forward in the king’s presence or stand 
in the place of  the great, 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put 
lower in the presence of  a noble. What your eyes have seen 8do not hastily bring into 
court, for what will you do in the end,  when your neighbor puts you to shame? 
9Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another’s secret, 10lest 
he who  hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have no end. 
 

   
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
Epistle Reading: Hebrews 13:1-17 (ESV) 
  1Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3Remember those who are in prison, 
as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the 
body. 4Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, 
for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5Keep your life free from love 
of  money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you 
nor forsake you.” 6So we can confidently say, 

“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?” 

 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of  God. Consider the 
outcome of  their way of  life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yester-
day and today and forever. 9Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it 
is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not bene-
fited those devoted to them. 10We have an altar from which those who serve the tent 
have no right to eat. 11For the bodies of  those animals whose blood is brought into 
the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the 
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camp. 12So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through 
his own blood. 13Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach 
he endured. 14For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to 
come. 15Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of  praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of  lips that acknowledge his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your 
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with groaning, for that would be of  no advantage to you. 
 

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

please rise and face the Pastor in the center of  the nave, a sign of  Christ’s presence among His people] 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 14:1-14 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 
 

 1One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of  a ruler of  the Pharisees, 
they were watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before him who had 
dropsy. 3And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal 
on the Sabbath, or not?” 4But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him 
and sent him away. 5And he said to them, “Which of  you, having a son or an ox that 
has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6And they 
could not reply to these things. 
 7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they 
chose the places of  honor, saying to them, 8“When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of  honor, lest someone more distinguished 
than you be invited by him, 9and he who invited you both will come and say to you, 
‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest 
place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your 
host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in 
the presence of  all who sit at table with you. 11For everyone who exalts himself  will 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself  will be exalted.” 
 12He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a 
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neigh-
bors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13But when you give a feast, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed, because 
they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of  the just.” 
 

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!  
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Sunday School Promotion 
 
Hymn:          “Son of  God, Eternal Savior”                LSB Hymn 842  

Sermon    “Sabbaths, Seating Charts, and Humility” 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Te Deum Laudamus                     pg. 35ff   
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The Receipt of  Gifts and Offerings 
 

Pause to Ponder 
Luke 14:11 – “For whoever exalts himself  will be humbled, and he who hum-
bles himself  will be exalted.” The fear of  the Lord is the beginning of  wisdom: 
that’s called humility. The Lord is God and we are not. With that in mind, how could 
we not seek to follow His Word in all aspects of  life? He knows what He is talking 
about and we don’t. If  you believe that, then striking out on a path of  faithfulness in 
the realm of  stewardship is a lot easier: it just makes sense. 
 

The Prayers of  the Day 
Let us pray for the whole Church of  God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 
 

Heavenly Father, through the humiliation of  Your Son, You have called us to a place 
at Your heavenly table. Teach us to treasure this place of  honor, and so to spurn the 
foolish honors of  this world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Lord God, our Shepherd, sustain the pastors of  Your Church in their sacred charge. 
Establish them in Your stead, make their life of  faith worthy of  all honor and imita-
tion, and inspire their hearers to honor You by honoring them. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord our God, at the creation of  Adam and Eve You instituted and blessed mar-
riage as the lifelong union of  a man and a woman, and You commanded that it be 
held in honor by all, as a sacred sign of  Christ and His Bride, the Church. Grant Your 
blessing, therefore, to all husbands and wives, and to all who have pledged themselves 
to be united in holy matrimony according to Your Word, that their lives together in 
Your name may be sanctified by Your Holy Spirit in all wisdom, purity, self-sacrifice 
and love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of  justice, You exalt the humble and humble the proud in Your own appointed 
time. We commend to You the elected officials of  our land. Grant them the desire to 
govern as though serving, and give them wisdom and courage to know what is right 
and to follow it. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, grant peace and healing according to Your will to the sick, the suffering, 
those troubled in mind, those suffering depression, and those with chronic illness and 
pain especially Karen, Linda, Alvina, Leslie, Jerrell, Jeanette, Lisa, Calvin, Whitney, 
Zelda, Robert, Loretta, Evelyn, Helen, Jo Ann, and all those whom we lift before You 
in our hearts now. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, You call on us to practice brotherly love, to show hospitality to 
strangers and to remember all those in need. We come to You confident that You will 
not leave us nor forsake us, but will grant us all that we need for this body and life. 
Bestow on us the full riches of  Your grace for all the situations and circumstances in 
which Your people dwell. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Remembering that here we have no abiding city but that heaven is our home, give us 
Your aid, that we may by true faith and godly life prepare for the coming of  our Sav-
ior, multiplying Your mercy by loving our neighbor in need and loving You with all 
our body, soul, strength and will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Kyrie                           pg. 39 
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Taught by our Lord, and trusting in His promise, we are bold to pray:    
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Salutation                                    pg. 40 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: ♫ And with thy Spirit. 
 

The Collect for Grace  
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who has safely 

brought us to beginning of  this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of  danger, but 
that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your 
sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: ♫ Amen 
 

The Benedicamus and Benediction              pg. 40 
P: Bless we the Lord. 
C: ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P:  The grace of  our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of  God and the fellowship of  

the Holy Ghost be with you all. 
C:  ♫ Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:       “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”         Hymn 47  
 

Postlude 
 

Outreach Thought 
Luke 14:1-14: The Scriptures tell us that the Pharisees were watching Jesus very close-
ly.  They were watching Him to find mistakes, for any reason to criticize, to see if  He 
could pass their test.  Jesus was watching them very closely, and even though they 
were acting like enemies, Jesus was looking upon them with love.  As we look upon 
the world, we need Jesus’ eyes to be able to see the world with His love and compas-
sion.  That’s the labor of  love the Lord has given to us as we share the Good News 
each and every day.  Jesus enables us to see the world differently: with grace.  As He 
equips us with the Good News to share, may the Spirit also equip our eyes and hearts 
with the ability to recognize those who need the Good News the way Jesus does.  
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bible Class - WHAT IS WORSHIP? It’s the quintessential activity of  Christians 
throughout history. It’s a lens through which the entire Bible can be explored and un-
derstood. It’s been the backdrop for some of  the most beautiful music ever com-
posed, and for some of  the fiercest arguments ever fought…Join us as we delve into 
the Scriptural basis for worship; as we walk through the history and tradition that 
led to the views of  worship espoused in the Lutheran Confessions; and as we study 
the ins and outs of  our own liturgy so that Sunday mornings will make more sense! If 
anything about worship has ever made you scratch your head, join us! Answers (as 
well as coffee and snacks) are always free! 
 

The Wednesday night Bible Study group will begin a new study on the book of  
Joshua, starting Wednesday at 6:30 in the fellowship hall. Joshua is a great book, 
providing us with the details of  what happened to Israel after their 40 years of  wan-
dering in the desert when God finally let them enter and take possession of  the 
Promised Land. The first session will view a series of  short videos covering the first 5 
books of  the Bible to get us caught up with what has already happened in Israel's his-
tory so we can jump right into Joshua. If  you are interested in participating in this 
study (which should conclude by Thanksgiving), please contact Cyndy Zoch 
at cyndy.zoch@gmail.com or 979-966-3166 so that we can make sure to have materials for you.  
 

Picnic Updates: Auction items can be brought to the church office through Thurs-
day; after that, they will need to be taken to the picnic grounds. Also, the Ladies Aid is 
taking pre-orders for sides. A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board this morning or 
you can call Cyndy Zoch at 966-3166 or the church office at 242-3333 to place your orders.   
 

GEMS: The LWML Post Oak Zone is excited to be starting a GEMS group! GEMS 
stands for Girls Embracing Mission Service, and will focus on serving others and sup-
porting mission work. All girls 5th-12th are welcome to join! We will meet the final 
Sunday of  each month at 2:00 in the afternoon at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 
Warda. Our first meeting will be Sunday, August 28, and we will be making baskets to 
take to nursing home residents. Moms are always welcome too! Please mark your cal-
endars and plan to join us for fun, fellowship, and service!  
 

Fried Chicken Dinner: The St. Paul Lutheran Church Adult Fellowship in Serbin are 
having their 25th annual fried chicken dinner on Sunday, September 11th from 10:00-
12:00 at the Serbin Picnic Grounds.  Preorders are preferred; all plates are to-go and 
will be sold for $12.00.  If  you would like to order plates please contact Susan Michael 
at 540-0854 or Sharon Claxton at 540-7154 by September 5th. All proceeds will be go-
ing toward future church/school projects.  Thank You! 

mailto:cyndy.zoch@gmail.com
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PROMOTION SUNDAY:  August 28, 2022 
  

Little Lambs Class:  Ages 2 & 3  
 Leader:  Sherrie Halpain & Nikki Kueck & Tiffany Jungmeyer 
 

 Recognition:   Hadlee Hentschel  Promoted: Josiah Kueck 
 

Beginner Class:  Pre-K Through 1ST GRADE 
 Teachers:  Wendy Wagner & Chelsea Beck 
 

 Promoted:   Emma Knox Kash Lehmann 
 

 Recognition: Katrina Kueck Brenna Schramm Harrison “Hank” Beck
  Jolee Briscoe Rylee Hentschel Gabriel Kueck     
  Kortlynd Schramm 
 

Middle Class: 2nd GRADE through 4TH GRADE 
 Teachers:  LaVerne Tonn & Patricia Schulze 
 

 Promoted: Presley Landry Aidan Halpain 
 

 Recognition: Weston Beck Styne Schramm Benjamin Kueck 
  RyLee Van Hale Karly Hentschel Kennedy Mrozek 
 

Upper Class:  5THGRADE through 8TH GRADE 
 Teachers:  Diann Pietsch & Alicia Moerbe 
 

 Recognition:  Carter Mrozek Hailey Bamsch Scarlett Landry 
   Dylan Beck Rayli Woelfel Brayden Schramm 
 Callie Wagner Kaitlyn Lehmann Emeree Townsend 
 Lexi Ahrens Elijah Kueck Jay Woelfel  
 Barrett Kay  
  

 Teachers Years of  Service: 
 Chelsea Beck 3 Years  Nikki Kueck 3 Years 
 Sherrie Halpain 4 Years  Alicia Moerbe 7 Years 
 Wendy Wagner 8 Years    Patricia Schulze 21 Years 

LaVerne Tonn  28 Years  Diann Pietsch 29 Years 
Carol Schramm 11 Years Christmas Eve Program & 5 Years Music Ministry  

 

Outstanding Attendance Recognition Medal: 5 or fewer Sundays missed:   
Dylan Beck, Weston Beck, Hank Beck, Elijah Kueck, Benjamin Kueck, Katrina 
Kueck, Gabriel Kueck, and Josiah Kueck 
 

Excellent Attendance Recognition Certificate: 10 or fewer Sundays missed:  
Emma Knox, Brenna Schramm, and Brayden Schramm 
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Great Start to the School Year  
We have had a great start to the school year!  We love having our students back on 
campus and pray that their education and faith may grow abundantly this year! Regis-
tration remains on-going. Call us today - (979) 242-2889! 
 
Camp Lone Star Retreat  
FLHS students will be traveling to Camp Lone Star this coming week.  We are looking 
forward to two days of  challenge courses, Bible Study and learning about building up 
the body of  Christ.  We are thankful for this opportunity to grow together as a Falcon 
family!   
 
Thank You!  
Thank you for all the prayers and support you have offered on behalf  of  FLHS. As 
we prepare to begin another year, we are thankful for each of  you who faithfully pray 
and support the ministry God has created at FLHS.  Thank you, on behalf  of  the stu-
dents who will be instilled with wisdom as they become faithful leaders tomorrow, for 
your generous support!  
 
Free Wednesday mornings?  
Join us for our weekly Chapel Worship Service every Wednesday, beginning at 10:30 
am.  
 
Oktoberfest  
FLHS will be hosting a family friendly event on Saturday, October 22nd at the Holy 
Cross Picnic grounds.  New this year will be - The Battle of  the Brew - a home 
brew competition. Returning will be our traditional German meal, domino tourna-
ment, cornhole tournament, music, kids games, and lots of  fun! 
 
Share the Gift of  Love 
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s 
love in a student’s high school experience. We are partnering with families at the inter-
section of  education and faith development. If  you would like to support our minis-
try through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent Action Grant or volunteer your time 
and talents, please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck.  
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Altar Flowers are given to the glory of  God in honor of  the Holy Cross 

Sunday School teachers.  

 

 

 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 

Karen Schubert, undergoing treatments for cancer, surgery scheduled at the end of August 
Linda Lehmann, recovering from a dental procedure 
Alvina Moerbe, recovering from hip procedure  
Leslie Hobratschk, recovering from surgery on Aug. 10 
Jerrell Dunk, undergoing extensive skin cancer surgery/recovery 
Jeanette Schramm, undergoing physical therapy in Austin 
Lisa Brugger, scheduled for foot surgery later this month 
Calvin Schimank, brother of  Oranell Dunk, recovering from open heart surgery 
Whitney Swearingen, daughter-in-law of  Tommy & Lana Swearingen, approved for a  
   kidney transplant, waiting on a suitable donor match 
Zelda Richards, cousin of  Carolyn Bamsch, home following hospital stay 
Robert Grimm, dad of  Matthew Grimm, recovering from major surgery  
Loretta Brugger, mom of  Wayne Brugger, undergoing treatments for cancer 
Evelyn Cervenka, mother of  Debbie Knox, recovering from severe injuries due to an  
   auto accident 
Helen Schlotterbeck, mother of  Karen Schubert, undergoing treatments for cancer 
Jo Ann Fehrle, friend of  Lawrine Heinrich, diagnosed with bladder cancer, scheduled  
   to start treatments Friday 
 
Our sympathy to Ron and Cyndy Zoch on the unexpected death of  Ron’s uncle, 
Frank Zoch, on Monday. His funeral was on Friday in Hot Spring, AR.  
 
Our sympathy to Edward and Christine Buscha on the death of  Christine’s sister,   
Aliene Finke, on Saturday, Aug. 20. Her funeral was Thursday at First United Method-
ist Church in La Grange.  
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 
August 28, 2022 

 
Rev. Dustin Beck                      Pastor 
Mrs. Carol Schramm                                    Organist 
Mrs. Brenda Woelfel                 Greeter 
Mr. Jonathan Kueck                  Lector 
Mr. Mike Tabbert                            Audio/Video System 
Jonathan Kueck, J.C. Schramm, Ron Zoch                      Elders on Duty 
Barrett Kay & Lexi Ahrens                                  Acolyte 
 
 

 CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
 

TODAY 9:00 a.m. Divine Service 
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
   
TUESDAY CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
WEDNESDAY CHURCH OFFICE OPEN 
 10:30 a.m. FLHS Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall 
 
THURSDAY 9:00 a.m. Sewing Circle   
  
Next Sunday 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
   9:00 a.m. Divine Service  
 No Bible Class & Sunday School due to picnic activities 
  

     
  
   

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Worship: 141 Bible Class: 58 

Sunday School: 20 


