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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960
Sunday, April 24, 2022
Second Sunday of Easter
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.
We are glad you are here! Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book in
the pew (be sure to include the name of any children with you today). We invite you
to come and worship with us again. If you have any questions, or have an interest in
joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of our Elders.
That You May Believe and Have Life in His Name
On the Lord’s Day, St. John the apostle was given a revelation of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the incarnate Son of God, the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last. He is
the Living One, “the firstborn of the dead” (Rev. 1:5). He died for all people, and behold,
He is alive forevermore! Therefore, He has “the keys of Death and Hades” (Rev. 1:18).
For His death atoned for sin and conquered death, and in His resurrection He opened
the kingdom of heaven to us. The “sharp two-edged sword” of His mouth (Rev. 1:16)
calls you to “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,” that by such faith “you may have
life in his name” (John 20:31). To that end, He sends His ministers of the Word, as the
Father sent Him, “to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:31).
Prelude - Selected
The Ringing of the Church Bell
Words of Welcome
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Entrance Hymn:

“Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” LSB Hymn 487

[please stand]
Opening Sentences
P: O Lord, open Thou my lips.
C: ♫ And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C: ♫ Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Hallelujah!
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pg. 32ff

The Invitatory and Venite
P: Oh, come, let us worship the Lord:
C: ♫For He is our Maker.
♫ Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord:
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving:
and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God:
and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are the deep places of the earth:
the strength of the hills is His also.
The sea is His, and He made it:
and His hands formed the dry land.
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down:
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.
For He is our God:
and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
Psalm: Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.
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He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be. Amen.
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
[be seated]

Hymn:

“Ye Sons and Daughters of the King”

Hymn 208, vs. 1-7

The First Reading: Acts 5:12-32 (ESV)
12Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the
hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13None of the
rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14And more than ever
believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15so that they
even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter
came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16The people also gathered
from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean
spirits, and they were all healed.
17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18they arrested the apostles and put them in the
public prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors
and brought them out, and said, 20“Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21And when they heard this, they entered the temple at
daybreak and began to teach.
Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council and all the senate of Israel and sent to the prison to have them
brought. 22But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so they
returned and reported, 23“We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24Now when
the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly
perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25And someone came and
told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and
teaching the people.” 26Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but
not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.
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27And

when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the
high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring
this man’s blood upon us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey
God rather than men. 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by
hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord.
Epistle Reading: Revelation 1:4-18 (ESV)
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made us a
kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and
ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even
so. Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and
who is to come, the Almighty.”
9I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I
heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11saying, “Write what you see in a book
and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and
to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”
12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw
seven golden lampstands, 13and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man,
clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14The hairs of his
head were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15his
feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar
of many waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp
two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

6

17When

I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on
me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord.
[please rise and face the Pastor in the center of the nave, a sign of Christ’s presence among His people]

Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
19On

the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and
put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!
Children’s Message

Hymn:

“Ye Sons and Daughters of the King” Hymn 208, vs. 8-10
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Sermon

“That You May Believe”

The Te Deum Laudamus

pg. 35ff
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The Receipt of Gifts and Offerings
Pause to Ponder
John 20:19 – “On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ ” Fear is the opposite
of faith. That is, the kind of cringing fear we have in the face of something that is
hostile to us and more powerful than we are. Jesus spends a lot of His time telling the
disciples to not be afraid. Our fears constantly hem us in and prevent us from following the Lord’s will. But there is no need to fear. Jesus has conquered. No fear can keep
us locked up. We have been set free by Jesus for lives that declare His marvelous
deeds.
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The Prayers of the Day
Glorious Lord, You have worked the salvation of the world through the death and
resurrection of Your Son. Give strength to our praise, and let our hearts and mouths
be filled with the joy of Your wondrous works. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God Almighty, You stoke the fires of Your churches as lights in the darkness of
this world. As we gather in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, comfort and embolden Your
holy ones to serve in Your presence and to cherish the words You have written to
Your churches. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Your Son visited disciples hiding away for fear of the Jews, as well as
John when he was exiled by the Romans to Patmos. Sustain all Your disciples in the
throes of persecution. Visit them with Your Easter Gospel, and give them their portion in the resurrection unto life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God of hosts, You have added believers to the Lord Jesus in all times and places, from those receptive and hostile alike. Shepherd the nations, and bring all peoples
to embrace the Gospel of the resurrected Christ. Curb wicked rulers and break their
power, that all would be brought to the feet of Jesus in worship. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O Great Physician, even the shadows of Your apostles brought healing to the afflicted people of Jerusalem. As we rest under the shadow of Your wings, heal Your afflicted servants, especially Curtis, Amy, Al, Jeanette, Allen, Jane, Rev. Al, Joyce, Wesley,
Clara, and all those that we name in our hearts, that they would rejoice in Your steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, we give thanks for Your gifts to The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod for the past 175 years. Chiefly do we thank You for the gift of Jesus Christ,
who alone is our salvation. By His death, You have atoned for our sins; by His resurrection, You have justified us; and by His Word and Holy Spirit, You have brought the
Gospel of peace to us. We give thanks that for 175 years in the congregations of our
Synod, You have richly and daily forgiven the sins of believers. Not unto us, but unto
Your name, O Lord, be glory!
We implore You, O Lord, to sanctify and keep the congregations, schools and organizations together with all our people in the truth. Your Word is truth. Preserve us from
false teaching; bring us to repentance for every place where love or zeal has faltered;
grant us and our children bold and steadfast hearts to remain faithful to this confession and church, suffering all rather than to fall away from it; and unite us with all
Christians in a true confession of Jesus Christ, in whom the world has redemption:
the forgiveness of sins. To You alone be all glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
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The Kyrie
pg. 39
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Taught by our Lord, and trusting in His promise, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Salutation
P: The Lord be with you.
C: ♫ And with thy Spirit.

pg. 40

The Collect for Grace
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who has safely
brought us to beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but
that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your
sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: ♫ Amen
The Benedicamus and Benediction
pg. 40
P: Bless we the Lord.
C: ♫ Thanks be to God.
P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Ghost be with you all.
C: ♫ Amen.

Closing Hymn:

“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”

Hymn 47

Postlude
Outreach Thought
John 20:19-31: On Easter Sunday, Jesus appeared to His disciples when Thomas was
absent. In joy, the disciples told Thomas: “We have seen the Lord!” Their witness
was true, even though Thomas doubted at first. Just because someone does not believe our witness to Jesus as our Lord and Savior should not discourage us from shar12

ing our faith. Sharing is both our challenge and our privilege. Changing hearts is
God’s work. And thanks be to God, we have a patient and compassionate Savior who
welcomes and encourages us in our doubts to “poke and prod” and says, “Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet believe!”
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bible Class - Join us today for Adult Bible class as Pastor Beck continues our study
about Stewardship (which is not actually as bad of a word as you may think it is!)
Please make plans to join us in talking about a topic that has implications beyond the offering plate and into every aspect of our lives!
The Voters Assembly will meet again on Monday, April 25th, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
BBQ Chickens - The Holy Cross Couples Club will have their annual BBQ Chickens-to
-go on Mothers Day, May 8th, at the Holy Cross Picnic Grounds. Whole chickens are
$12.00 and sauce is $2.50. Pick‑up will be from 10:30 to 12:00. A sign up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the Narthex. You may also place your order by calling Danny
& Judy Jurk at 242‑3484, J.C. & Carol Schramm at 242-3232, Dennis & Diann Pietsch at
542‑1141, Calvin & Gale Mersiovsky at 968-5032, Robert & Joyce Hinze at 366-2398 or
the church office at 242-3333. Advance orders only. Deadline to order is Monday,
May 2nd.
Grace Lutheran LWML in Smithville invites all ladies to join them for their spring rally
this afternoon at 2:00 p.m. The theme for the day is Great is Thy Faithfulness with guest
speaker, Frances Molitor. A light meal will be served after the rally. All are invited to
come and enjoy the afternoon.
Texas Wendish Heritage Society Scholarship Program: The TWHS scholarship
program is available to students of Wendish descent and encourages students to learn
more about their Wendish heritage. Applicants must be enrolled in an accredited college,
university or trade school for Fall 2022 semester. 2022-2023 scholarship applications will
be available beginning April 19th online at texaswendish.org and on the Texas Wendish
Facebook Page. The entire process is online and must be submitted digitally by the deadline; 5:00
p.m. on Saturday, July 15th, 2022. For more information contact the Texas Wendish Heritage Museum at 979-366-2441 or museum@texaswendish.net. Thanks for your support!
CLS Family Fun Night - Grab your swimsuit, come enjoy some preSummer fun and
celebrate with us at the last Family Fun Night of the semester, May 3rd 5:30-7:30PM! We
will have dinner and a devotion, and then head to the Slip N Slide for some fun! (weather
permitting) You can sign your family up using this link: TINYURL.COM/
FAMILYFUNNIGHTCLS
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
Youth Camps
Summer camps are back! We are excited to offer a variety of camps for youth this
summer. Ages are for grades NEXT school year.
June 1 - Frog Dissection - Grade 6 to 8 - $15
June 6-8 - Volleyball - Grade 3 to 8 - $15
June 13-15 - Basketball - Grades K to 8 - $15
June 20-22 - STEM Camp - Grades K to 6 - $ 30
June 27-29 - Art Camp - Grades K to 6 - $30
Aug 1-2 - Archery - Grade 4 to 8 - $15
Please visit our website or Facebook page for more information! Don’t wait --- Sign
up today!! Space is limited!
The Spring Thing!
FLHS is proud to present The Spring Thing! This will be a showcase of our students’
work in the fine art department. Please join us Wednesday, May 11th, at 7pm.
New Student Registration
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is underway. We would love to welcome
you into our Falcon family as well. Call us at (979) 242-2889 to schedule a shadow
day or visit our website at www.flhstx.org for registration information.
Staff Positions Available
Faith Lutheran High School will have part time openings on its faculty for the 20222023 academic year! Interested individuals who teach any subject area are encouraged
to apply, but science, social studies, English, or electives are sought after skills. Applicants may submit resumes to Faith Lutheran High School, PO Box 138, Warda, TX
78960, call (979) 242-2889, or email them to kueckn@flhstx.org. If you have the time
and talents, please consider applying and sharing your gifts with our students. Thank you!
Thrivent Action Team Grants
If you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant to be
used on projects at Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling (979) 242-2889. Help
us to be able to take advantage of these funds for the good of our school. *We are
currently looking to utilize Action Grants to offset expenses associated with our summer camps!
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Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Curt and Elaine
Kieschnick in honor of their 45th wedding anniversary on April 23rd and
thanking God for His many blessings during these 45 years.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY
Amy Wagner, recovering from surgery this week
Jeanette Schramm, in Encompass Rehab in Austin
Curtis Moerbe, in St. David’s South, in ICU
Al Jurk, recovering from neck surgery on April 19th
Allen Wolf, home, recovering from back surgery on April 18th
Jane Chapman, recovering from shoulder surgery
Rev. Al Gallmeier, recovering from surgery on April 11th
Joyce Bise, sister of Jerrell Dunk, now in Oakland Manor under hospice care
Wesley Cervenka, brother of Debbie Knox, undergoing cancer treatments
Clara Damerow, friend of Linda Lehmann, in rehab following a fall and broken hip
All those on our continued prayer list and those we know fighting cancer and other illness
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
April 24, 2022
Rev. Dustin Beck
Mrs. Carol Schramm
Mrs. Oranell Dunk
Mr. Mike Tabbert
Jonathan Kueck, Dennis Pietsch, J.C. Schramm
Lillian Carey

TODAY

Pastor
Organist
Greeter
Audio/Video System
Elders on Duty
Acolyte

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
9:00 a.m.
Divine Service
10:15 a.m.
Bible Class & Sunday School
2:00 p.m.
LWML Spring Rally @ Grace, Smithville

MONDAY

7:00 p.m.

Voters Assembly

WEDNESDAY

8:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

FLHS leading Chapel at .St. Paul, Serbin
Jr. Confirmation
Bible Study

THURSDAY

9:00 a.m.

Sewing Circle

Next Sunday

Third Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m.
Divine Service w/Holy Communion
10:15 a.m.
Bible Class & Sunday School

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK
Maundy Thursday: 116 Good Friday: 60
Easter Sunrise: 73 Easter Festival: 198
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