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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960 

Sunday, September 25, 2022                  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost             
 
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.  
We are glad you are here! Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book in 
the pew (be sure to include the name of  any children with you today). We invite you 
to come and worship with us again. If  you have any questions, or have an interest in 
joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of  our Elders.   
 
Our Help Is Not in Worldly Riches 
“The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side,” and “the rich man also died 
and was buried” (Luke 16:22). The poor man Lazarus, who knew many bad things on 
earth, began to be comforted forever, whereas the rich man, after a lifetime of  good 
things, began to be “in anguish” (Luke 16:25). Therefore, “woe to those who are at ease in 
Zion” (Amos 6:1), for “the revelry of  those who stretch themselves out shall pass away” (Amos 
6:7). The wealthy are urged “not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of  rich-
es,” but “to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share” (1 Tim. 6:17–
18). Covetous desire for what God has not given is idolatry and “a root of  all kinds of  
evils” (1 Tim. 6:10). Contentment belongs to faith, by which the Christian has “great 
gain” in godliness (1 Tim. 6:6).  
 
Prelude - Selected 
  
The Ringing of  the Church Bell 
 
Words of  Welcome 
 
Entrance Hymn:                “The God of  Abraham Praise”                     Hymn 40   
 
[please stand] 
 
Opening Sentences                      pg. 32ff 
P:  O Lord, open Thou my lips. 
C:  ♫ And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
C: ♫ Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Hallelujah! 

 
The Invitatory and Venite                                     
P:  Oh, come, let us worship the Lord: 
C: ♫For He is our Maker.  
      ♫ Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord: 

let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of  our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 
 
For the Lord is a great God: 
and a great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of  the earth: 
the strength of  the hills is His also. 
 
The sea is His, and He made it: 
and His hands formed the dry land. 
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 

 
For He is our God: 
and we are the people of  His pasture, and the sheep of  His hand. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 119:73–75, 77; antiphon: v. 76 
Let your steadfast love comfort me 
 according to your promise to your servant. 
Your hands have made and fashioned me; 
 give me understanding that I may learn your commandments. 
Those who fear you shall see me and rejoice, 
 because I have hoped in your word. 
I know, O LORD, that your just decrees are righteous, 
 and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 
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Let your mercy come to me, that I may live; 
 for your law is my delight. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Let your steadfast love comfort me 
 according to your promise to your servant. 
  
[be seated] 
 
Hymn:            “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”          Hymn 429   
 

Old Testament Reading: Amos 6:1-7  (ESV) 
 1“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the 
mountain of  Samaria, the notable men of  the first of  the nations, to whom the house 
of  Israel comes! 2Pass over to Calneh, and see, and from there go to Hamath the 
great; then go down to Gath of  the Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms? 
Or is their territory greater than your territory, 3O you who put far away the day of  
disaster and bring near the seat of  violence? 4“Woe to those who lie on beds of  ivory 
and stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock and calves 
from the midst of  the stall, 5who sing idle songs to the sound of  the harp and like 
David invent for themselves instruments of  music, 6who drink wine in bowls and 
anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of  Joseph! 
7Therefore they shall now be the first of  those who go into exile, and the revelry of  
those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.” 
 

   
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
Epistle Reading:  1 Timothy 6:6-19 (ESV) 
 6Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, 7for we brought nothing 
into the world, and we cannot take anything out of  the world. 8But if  we have food 
and clothing, with these we will be content. 9But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of  money is a root of  all kinds of  evils. It is 
through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced them-
selves with many pangs. 
 11But as for you, O man of  God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of  the faith. Take hold of  
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the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confes-
sion in the presence of  many witnesses. 13I charge you in the presence of  God, who 
gives life to all things, and of  Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate 
made the good confession, 14to keep the commandment unstained and free from re-
proach until the appearing of  our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will display at the 
proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of  kings and Lord 
of  lords, 16who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no 
one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 17As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of  riches, but on God, who richly provides us with every-
thing to enjoy. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
ready to share, 19thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of  that which is truly life. 
  
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

please rise and face the Pastor in the center of  the nave, a sign of  Christ’s presence among His people] 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.  
 

 19[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate was laid a poor man named Laz-
arus, covered with sores, 21who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s 
table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22The poor man died and 
was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was bur-
ied, 23and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off  
and Lazarus at his side. 24And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus to dip the end of  his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in an-
guish in this flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is com-
forted here, and you are in anguish. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not 
be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 27And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, 
to send him to my father’s house— 28for I have five brothers—so that he may warn 
them, lest they also come into this place of  torment.’ 29But Abraham said, ‘They have 
Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but 
if  someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If  they 
do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if  someone 
should rise from the dead.’” 
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P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!  
 
Children’s Message 
 
Hymn:          “O God, Thou Faithful God”           Hymn 395, v. 1-4 * 
  *All sing Verses 1 & 4, Ladies sing Verse 2, Men sing Verse 3 
 
Sermon                  “From Riches to Rags” 
 
The Te Deum Laudamus 
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The Receipt of  Gifts and Offerings 
 
Pause to Ponder 
Luke 16:8b – “For the sons of  this world are more shrewd in dealing with their 
own generation than the sons of  light.” The sons of  this world know that they 
should use their wealth wisely to provide for their future. Shouldn’t we, as “sons of  
light,” know that the wealth God has allowed us to manage should be managed for 
God’s purposes in roles He has given us to play in Church, home, and society? 
 
The Prayers of  the Day 
Let us pray for the whole Church of  God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 
 
God of  mercy, You provide us with Your Holy Word, that we might know and believe 
in Christ. Make us diligent to study Your Word and dwell in Your promises, that we 
are content with Your provision in this life and joyfully look toward the life to come. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Holy God, remember the men to whom You have given the noble task of  pastor. 
Strengthen them, that they might be above reproach as they care for their own house-
holds as well as Your Church. Preserve them from every snare of  the devil, and give 
them a great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Father in heaven, preserve our homes from idols and sins of  idleness. Bless fathers 
and mothers as they catechize their children, that generations to come might faithfully 
guard their hearts and rejoice in Your gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
King of  kings and Lord of  lords, watch over the authorities of  this and every nation. 
Deliver them from the idols of  wealth and power, and grant that they would use their 
offices in service to You and those You have entrusted to their care. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, You afflict in faithfulness and comfort in Your steadfast love. Let 
Your mercy come to Lawrince, Debbie, Matthew, Gale, Freddie, Whitney, Evelyn, 
Sweetpea,  and all those we name in hearts in need of  help, that they might find their 
consolation in Your promises until You deliver them from their trouble. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, You deliver Your people from the sufferings of  this world and com-
fort them with eternal rest. Receive our thanks for Your kindness to the saints who 
have gone before us, and preserve us in repentance until we are carried by angels to 
Abraham’s side. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Answer all doubt and fear, O Lord, with confidence in Your Word and Sacraments, 
that by these Means of  Grace we may be kept in holiness and guarded from tempta-
tion and despair until the day when You bring all things to their perfect fulfillment 
and we are delivered to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Kyrie                           pg. 39 
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Taught by our Lord, and trusting in His promise, we are bold to pray:    
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Salutation                                    pg. 40 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: ♫ And with thy Spirit. 
 
The Collect for Grace  
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who has safely 

brought us to beginning of  this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of  danger, but 
that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your 
sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: ♫ Amen 
  
The Benedicamus and Benediction              pg. 40 
P: Bless we the Lord. 
C: ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P:  The grace of  our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of  God and the fellowship of  

the Holy Ghost be with you all. 
C:  ♫ Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:          “O God Thou Faithful God”      Hymn 395, v. 5-8*  
* All sing Verses 5 & 8, Ladies sing Verse 6,  Men sing Verse 7 
 
Postlude 
 
Outreach Thought 
Luke 16:19-31:  When the rich man died, he found himself  tormented in Hades.  He 
cries out to Abraham to go and warn his five brothers so that they do not find them-
selves in the same torment.  We, as baptized believers in Christ, have the sure and cer-
tain hope of  heaven, and because of  that promise, we want as many others as possi-
ble to join us in the blessedness of  our eternal home! 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Bible Class - WHAT IS WORSHIP? It’s the quintessential activity of  Christians 
throughout history. It’s a lens through which the entire Bible can be explored and un-
derstood. It’s been the backdrop for some of  the most beautiful music ever com-
posed, and for some of  the fiercest arguments ever fought…Join us as we delve into 
the Scriptural basis for worship; as we walk through the history and tradition that 
led to the views of  worship espoused in the Lutheran Confessions; and as we study 
the ins and outs of  our own liturgy so that Sunday mornings will make more sense! If 
anything about worship has ever made you scratch your head, join us! Answers (as 
well as coffee and snacks) are always free! 
 
The “after picnic” meeting will be held this Wednesday at 6PM at the picnic 
grounds. All committee chairman are asked to attend as we review this years church 
picnic and discuss ideas for next year.  
 
Nominating cards for church officers were mailed to nominee’s on Thursday. If  you 
receive a card, please return it to the church office or Calvin Mersiovsky by October 3rd.  
 
The Holy Cross Ladies Aid invites you to join them for the Post Oak Zone LWML 
Fall Rally to be held here at Holy Cross next Sunday, October 2nd. Registration starts 
at 1:30 and the rally will start at 2PM. The theme for the day is “Here Am I, Send 
Me” with guest speakers Nikki Kueck from Faith Lutheran High School and Barbara 
Hoffman with Epiphany Lutheran Church in Bastrop.  A monetary ingathering will 
be collected and divided between FLHS and Epiphany. A meal will be served follow-
ing the rally and door prizes will be given as well! All ladies are invited to join us for a 
fun afternoon! Bring a friend!!  
 Ladies Aid members are asked to plan to sit up front with your families next 
Sunday, Oct. 2nd, for worship. We’ll have a few pews reserved on the right side.  
 
Wendish Fest: The 34th Annual Wendish Fest is TODAY at the Serbin picnic 
grounds. The day will offer lots of  Wendish history, heritage, culture and family activi-
ties at the St. Paul Picnic Grounds.  The traditional Wendish noon meal will be availa-
ble starting at 10:30 for $12 and children $6.  To-Go and drive-thru will also be availa-
ble at 9:30 – all take-out meals are $12.  See you there!  
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Mission Festival Sunday - This year's Mission Festival Sunday will be on October 9. 
Our speaker will be Pastor Karim Baidaoui, the Mission Director for Disciples of  the 
Way. It's been several years since Pastor Baidaoui visited Holy Cross, so make plans to 
join us for worship and Bible class to hear how Disciples of  the Way has been sharing 
the Gospel for over a decade!  
 Pastor Karim will be bringing some colorful baby blankets from DOW's 
"Comfort Blanket Mission". The blankets make great gifts for baptism, baby showers 
& birthdays. 100% of  all proceeds of  "Free Will" donations for the blankets go to 
support DOW's "Sewing Seeds of  Faith" ministries. 
 
Missionary Visiting Warda - In addition to our Mission Festival, Holy Cross was 
approached about the opportunity to welcome another missionary to present the de-
tails of  her mission to Taiwan. Miss Rebecca Bartelt will be joining us during the mid-
week Bible Study on Wednesday, October 12, at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Make 
plans to attend and hear about the growing Lutheran Church in Taiwan and Miss Bar-
telt's efforts to instruct a new generation of  church musicians!  
 
Neighbors Night Out is back! Join us on Sunday, October 16th, starting at 4PM at 
the picnic grounds for an evening of  community, good food and fellowship. We’ll 
have updates from TXDOT on the upcoming US HWY 77 expansion, and hear from 
Faith Lutheran High School, the Warda Watch Group, and more! BBQ Sandwiches, 
hot dogs and Blue Bell Ice Cream will be served. Please RSVP to 979.242.3333 or 
holycrosswarda@gmail.com by October 14 so we’ll be sure we have enough food. See 
you there!  
 
Lutheran Witness - It’s time to renew our Lutheran Witness subscriptions for 2023. 
Cost for next year is $14.50 per subscription. If  you are not receiving it and would 
like to, or want to change your address or cancel you subscription, please call the 
church office by October 12th. Thanks! 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Worship: 126 Bible Class: 41 

Sunday School: 12 
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Oktoberfest Meal Tickets  
Tickets for our annual Oktoberfest celebration are now available.  Meal includes brats, 
noodles, green beans, potato salad, kraut, bread and coffee cake. Meals will be availa-
ble on Saturday, October 22 from 11 am to 1 pm at the Holy Cross Picnic Grounds. 
Tickets are $12 each and available for pre-sale only!  Tickets are available from an 
FLHS student, staff, board, or delegate or the Holy Cross church office.   
 

Oktoberfest  
FLHS will be hosting a family friendly event on Saturday, October 22nd at the Holy 
Cross Picnic grounds. Events for the day include:  

German meal of  brats, kraut, green beans, noodles, bread and coffee cake for des-
sert will be served from 11:00 am until 1:00 pm by pre-sale tickets only.  $12/
plate *Tickets are available NOW!  

Concession stand will also be available for purchase all day with items like hot 
dogs, warm pretzels, and nuts.   

The NEW Battle of  the Brew Contest submissions need to be made by 10:00 am.  
Silent Auction items will be available for bidding until 1:15 pm.  
Children’s games and activities will begin at 12:00 pm and include activities such as 

a bounce house, face painting, photo backdrop, pumpkin painting, hayride, and more!   
42 Domino and Cornhole tournaments will begin at 1:30 pm.   

 

Thrivent Action Team Grants  
If  you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant to be 
used on projects at Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling (979) 242-2889. Help 
us to be able to take advantage of  these funds for the good of  our school. *We are 
beginning to gather grants for our Oktoberfest event on October 22nd. 
 

Share the Gift of  Love 
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s 
love in a student’s high school experience. We are partnering with families at the inter-
section of  education and faith development. If  you would like to support our minis-
try through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent Action Grant, or volunteer your 
time and talents, please contact Nikki Kueck to learn more. 
 

Follow Us On Facebook!  
With a new school year underway, you may want to see the exciting things happening 
inside here on a daily basis! By “liking” our Facebook page and “sharing” our posts, 
you will be in the loop on all the great things happening and you can share them with 
your friends!  
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Altar Flowers are given to the glory of  God in loving remembrance of  
Ronnie Schnell, loving husband, father, and grandfather. 

  

 

 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 
Debbie Knox, recovering from a fall on Tuesday 

Lawrince Heinrich, scheduled for right hip replacement on Tuesday 
Matthew Grimm, recovering from a procedure on Tuesday 
Gale Mersiosvky, recovering from surgery on Wednesday, thankful for good test  
     results 
Freddie Zoch, back home following in-patient therapy 
Whitney Swearingen, daughter-in-law of  Tommy & Lana Swearingen, approved for a  
   kidney transplant, waiting on a suitable donor match 
Evelyn Cervenka, mother of  Debbie Knox, now in physical therapy  
Sweetpea Brown, cousin of  Howard Konetzke, under hospice care 
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 
September 25, 2022 

 
Rev. Dustin Beck                      Pastor 
Mrs. Carol Schramm                                    Organist 
Mrs. Brenda Woelfel                 Greeter 
Mr. Cory Knox                   Lector 
Mr. Curtis Wedgeworth                        Audio/Video System 
Doug Lehmann, Allen Wolf, Ron Zoch                       Elders on Duty 
Kaitlynn Lehmann                           Acolyte 
 
 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
TODAY 9:00 a.m. Divine Service 
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 11:30 a.m. Pastor Beck lead Worship at Epiphany, Bastrop 
           WENDISH FEST  
 
WEDNESDAY 10:30 a.m. FLHS Chapel w/Pastor Bernard Schey of  Trinity  
         Lutheran Church in Dime Box 
 6:00 p.m. Jr. Confirmation 
 6:00 p.m. “After Picnic” Meeting at picnic grounds 
 6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY 9:00 a.m. Sewing Circle 
 6:00 p.m. Pastor Beck/Organists 
 
Next Sunday Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
   9:00 a.m. Divine Service  
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 11:15 a.m. Jr. Confirmation 
   1:30 p.m. LWML Post Oak Zone Fall Rally here 

     
  
   


