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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960 

Sunday,  March 27, 2022              Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.  
We are glad you are here! Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book in 
the pew (be sure to include the name of  any children with you today). We invite you 
to come and worship with us again. If  you have any questions, or have an interest in 
joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of  our Elders.   
 
Jesus Christ Has Reconciled Us to the Father 
God the Father has opened His heart to us in love. While we were “still a long way off,” 
He saw us and “felt compassion” (Luke 15:20). Therefore, He gave His only begotten 
Son for us, making “him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of  God” (2 Cor. 5:21). By the ministry of  reconciliation, He runs to us, 
embraces us in mercy and clothes us with His glory as beloved sons in Christ Jesus. 
And so we give thanks unto the Lord our God, who has taken away our sins and 
turned His anger from us (Is. 12:1). Because He has become our salvation, our 
strength and our song, we “will trust, and will not be afraid” (Is. 12:2). 
 
Prelude - Selected 
  
The Ringing of  the Church Bell 
 
Words of  Welcome 
 
Entrance Hymn:                “Today Thy Mercy Calls Us”                      Hymn 279  
 
[please stand] 
 
Opening Sentences                      pg. 32ff 
P:  O Lord, open Thou my lips. 
C:  ♫ And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
C: ♫ Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. Hallelujah! 
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The Invitatory and Venite                                     
P:  Oh, come, let us worship the Lord: 
C: ♫For He is our Maker.  
      ♫ Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord: 

let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of  our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving: 
and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God: 
and a great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of  the earth: 
the strength of  the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, and He made it: 
and His hands formed the dry land. 
Oh, come, let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. 

 
For He is our God: 
and we are the people of  His pasture, and the sheep of  His hand. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 

Psalm 51:2–6; antiphon: v. 1 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
 according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin! 
For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
 so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
 and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
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 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
 according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
 

[be seated] 
 
Hymn:        “God Loved the World So that He Gave”          Hymn 245  
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 12:1-6 (ESV) 
 

 1You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O LORD,  for though you were 
angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me.  
 2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for 
the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 
 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of  salvation. 4And you will say in that 
day: “Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the 
peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has 
done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. 6Shout, and sing for joy, O in-
habitant of  Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of  Israel.” 

 
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
Epistle Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (ESV) 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 
though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no long-
er. 17Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 
to himself  and gave us the ministry of  reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was rec-
onciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrust-
ing to us the message of  reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf  of  Christ, be recon-
ciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of  God. 
  
P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
[please rise and face the Pastor in the center of  the nave, a sign of  Christ’s presence among His people] 
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Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32  (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: . . . 
 “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of  them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of  property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his prop-
erty between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless liv-
ing. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and 
he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself  out to one of  the citizens of  
that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed 
with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
 17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of  my father’s hired servants 
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to 
my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of  your hired 
servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 
him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, 
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 
on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf  and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For 
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to 
celebrate. 
 25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, 
he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of  the servants and asked what these 
things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28But he 
was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he an-
swered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed 
your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30But when this son of  yours came, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf  for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, 
for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: ♫Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!  
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Children’s Message 
 
Hymn:           “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”                      Hymn 324  
 
Sermon                   “The Prodigal Family” 
 
The Te Deum Laudamus 
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The Receipt of  Gifts and Offerings 
 
Pause to Ponder 
Luke 15:12 – “And the younger of  them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of  property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between 
them.” This prodigal son only sees the father as a source of  wealth. Give me my in-
heritance now! Which is to say, “You are better off  dead in my eyes.” This is the sin at 
the heart of  all greed, valuing things over people. This parable calls us to “come to 
our senses” as well. It calls us to see God as the loving Giver of  all good, the true Fa-
ther to be valued above and beyond all the things of  this world.  
 
The Prayers of  the Day 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. Give us a proper 
knowledge of  the evil we have done in Your sight, move us to confess our offenses 
against You, and justify us by Your holy absolution. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
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Father in heaven, You welcome us into Your family for the sake of  Your Son. Call us 
to repentance when we wander from Your ways or believe we have earned a place in 
Your household by our works, and return us to the confident joy that in Christ alone 
we are found and alive. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have made Your deeds known among 
us. Bless pastors, teachers, musicians and all church workers in their daily labors to 
make known Your deeds among the peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, we are brought forth in iniquity and conceived in sin. Make us ever 
grateful that in Holy Baptism You forgive and enliven even the smallest child, and that 
for Jesus’ sake You wash us thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, in Christ You were reconciling the world to Yourself. Watch over our 
nation and all whom You have placed in authority. Give them wisdom and prudence, 
that Your people might live in peace and freely make known the message of  reconcili-
ation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for all who cry out to You for mercy, healing and 
help including Lori, Joyce, Wesley, Doris, Clara, and all those name in our hearts. De-
liver them according to Your will and, as You have made them a new creation in 
Christ, keep them mindful of  the day when sorrow and sickness will be no more. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of  glory, fill the hearts of  Your people in all their various callings with the joy of  
Your salvation, that they may make it known in all the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Kyrie                           pg. 39 
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Taught by our Lord, and trusting in His promise, we are bold to pray:    
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
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and Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Salutation                                    pg. 40 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: ♫ And with thy Spirit. 
 
The Collect for Grace  
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who has safely 

brought us to beginning of  this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of  danger, but 
that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your 
sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: ♫ Amen 
  
The Benedicamus and Benediction              pg. 40 
P: Bless we the Lord. 
C: ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P:  The grace of  our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of  God and the fellowship of  

the Holy Ghost be with you all. 
C:  ♫ Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:     “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”         Hymn 360 
 
Postlude 
 
Outreach Thought 
Luke 15:1-3; 11-32: The father in the Parable of  the Lost Son longed with all his heart 
for the safe return of  his son.  His brother wished him dead!  May our passion for the 
lost be like that of  the father!  Celebrate the repentance of  sin and the loving embrace 
of  God’s grace. 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Bible Class - Join us today for Adult Bible class as Pastor Beck continues our study 
about Stewardship (which is not actually as bad of  a word as you may think it 
is!) Please make plans to join us in talking about a topic that has implications beyond 
the offering plate and into every aspect of  our lives!  
 
The Youth Group will meet this morning at 11:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. All 
youth ages 5th grade through high school are invited to join us for a light lunch, 
games, and a short devotion! We'll also be making plans for future activities, so come 
and join us! See you there! 
 
Lent Worship - Join Pastor Beck on Wednesday’s as he continues the Lenten sermon 
series based on the book The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis. The book is a fictional 
novel, written in the format of  a series of  letters from an experienced demon to his 
nephew, a demon in training. Each of  the 31 short letters give instructions on how to 
trick, tempt, and mislead a Christian away from the faith. Lewis wrote the book as an 
apologetic for the faith, showing us an example-in-reverse of  how to stand up to 
temptation. Topics upcoming on Wednesday services are "The Power(lessness) of  
Prayer?", and "The Scheme against the Self".  
 
The Bible Study group will finish up their current study tonight at 6:30. Beginning 
next Sunday, April 3rd, the group will do a short 6-week, book study based on the 
book How Happiness Happens by Max Lucado. They will meet on Sunday evenings at 
6PM in the library. If  you would like to join them, please contact Cyndy Zoch by 
April 3rd if  you  would like a book. Cost of  the book is approximately $15. 
 
Easter Lilies - If  you would like to give an Easter Lily in memory of  a loved one or 
as a living tribute for the Easter season, please fill out a form (available at church) and 
give it to Elaine Kieschnick or drop it off  at the church office. Cost $15. Deadline for 
ordering is Thursday, April 7th. If  you would like to have an Easter flower other than 
a lily, you are welcome to get them from the florist of  your choice. Call the church of-
fice with the information for the flower sheet and make sure your plant is here by 9:00 
a.m. on Sat., April 16th. (Please note, a set amount of  flowers are preordered and are available 
on a first come, first serve basis. Be sure and order yours early. :)  
 
Sunday School - Volunteer Opportunity! We are looking for a few new volunteers 
who would be willing to step in as needed and teach our kiddos on Sunday mornings.  
This would not be every Sunday, but on an as-needed basis. For more information or 
to volunteer, contact Patty Schulze at (512) 914-5748 or the church office at (979) 242-3333.  
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The Ladies Aid will meet again on Tuesday, April 5th, at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall. This will be a regular business meeting. All current members and any ladies in-
terested in learning more about the group are invited to join us. If  you have any 
questions, please call Lisa Gay at (979) 218-6000. Hope to see you there! 
 
The Warda Bunch Show Fund (supporters of  Lee County Junior Livestock Show 
exhibitors) will have a BBQ Pork Fundraiser on Saturday, April 9th. BBQ Pork Butts 
will be available in 2.5-3.5lb pieces for $10/lb. Orders will be taken for the number of  
pieces you would like (not by the pound). Pick up at the Holy Cross picnic grounds 
from 4PM-6PM. PreOrders only by calling Larry Teinert at (979) 542-8372, Larry 
Woelfel at (979) 540-8730, or the Holy Cross church office at (979) 242-3333 by Thursday, 
March 31st. *For your convenience, a sign-up sheet has been placed on the bulletin 
board this morning.  
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Fedor will have their annual Turkey and Dress-
ing dinner on Sunday, April 3rd. Drive thru at the parish hall in Fedor beginning at 
10:30 a.m. Plates are $12 each.  
 
Camp Lone Star Family Fun Night will be Tuesday, April 12th, from 5:30-7:30. 
Come enjoy dinner, a devotion, Easter egg dyeing and an Easter egg hunt. Register at 
tinyurl.com/familyfunnightcls 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Worship: 136 Bible Class: 37 

Sunday School: 17 
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 
State Archery Competition  
Six FLHS students participated in the NASP state archery competition this week in 
Belton TX.  They each did very well.  Final results will be announced next week!  
Good job archers!  
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars  
As a Thrivent member, you may have Choice Dollars that allow you to designate 
where the funds go, and by sending them to Faith, you can help us continue in our 
mission of  Instilling Wisdom Today for Faithful Leaders Tomorrow! The deadline to 
designate your choice dollars from 2021 is March 31, 2022 
  
Staff  Positions Available 
Faith Lutheran High School will have part time openings on its faculty for the 2022-
2023 academic year! Interested individuals who teach any subject area are encouraged 
to apply, but science, social studies, English, or electives are sought after skills.  Appli-
cants may submit resumes to Faith Lutheran High School, PO Box 138, Warda, TX 
78960, call (979) 242-2889, or email them to kueckn@flhstx.org. If  you have the time 
and talents, please consider applying and sharing your gifts with our students. Thank 
you! 
 
Free Wednesday mornings?  
Join us for our weekly Chapel Worship Service every Wednesday.  Chapel will be led 
by Pr. Dustin Beck as a Lenten Worship Service, beginning at 10:30 am.  
 
FLHS Annual Good Friday Bake Sale 
Faith Lutheran High School will be hosting its Annual Good Friday Bake Sale on 
April 15th at the Classic Bank parking lot in Giddings! Cookies, pies, cakes, kolaches, 
cinnamon rolls, homemade noodles, homemade bread, and more will be available 
from 8 AM till noon, or until we sell out. 
*BAKERS ARE NEEDED! We need your help to make this event a success! Dona-
tions of  any type of  baked goods or homemade treats are welcome!  
*DROP OFF LOCATIONS! You may drop off  donations on Wednesday and 
Thursday, April 13th and 14th, at Faith Lutheran High School, at Medack and Olt-
mann in Giddings, at Schiavone and Bamsch in La Grange, or you can contact us at 
(979) 242-2889 to make other arrangements. Thanks for your continued support of  
Faith Lutheran High School! 
 

mailto:kueckn@faithlutheranhighschool.com
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 
Lori Green, scheduled for heart ablation on Monday 

Joyce Bise, sister of  Jerrell Dunk, now in Oakland Manor under hospice care 
Wesley Cervenka, brother of  Debbie Knox, undergoing cancer treatments  
Doris Swearingen, sister of  Tommy Swearingen, under hospice care 
Clara Damerow, friend of  Linda Lehmann, in rehab following a fall and broken hip   
All those on our continued prayer list and those we know fighting cancer and other illness 
For a peaceful end to the conflict between Russia and Ukraine 
 
Congratulations to Patrick and Meghan Lange on the birth of  their son, Rylen Shawn 
Lange, on March 21st. Excited to welcome home his baby brother is big brother, Ray-
den. Proud grandparents are Joyce Jenke and Gordon and Theresa Jenke. 
 
The Texas Wendish Heritage Society would like to thank everyone for their support 
of  the fish fry fund raiser last Sunday.  The volunteers were awesome! And we appre-
ciate everyone who purchased tickets and waited in line for the plates!  Thank you! 
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 
March 27, 2022 

 
Rev. Dustin Beck                      Pastor 
Mrs. Carol Schramm                                    Organist 
Mr. Cory Knox                   Lector 
Mrs. Lorie Lehmann                 Greeter 
Mrs. Linda Hobratschk                        Audio/Video System 
Doug Lehmann, Allen Wolf, Ron Zoch                                         Elders on Duty 
Kaitlynn Lehmann                           Acolyte 
 
 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
TODAY 9:00 a.m.     Divine Service 
 10:15 a.m.    Bible Class & Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.    Youth Group 
    6:30 p.m. Bible Study 
 
WEDNESDAY  10:30 a.m. Lent Worship   
    5:30 p.m. Jr. Confirmation 
    7:00 p.m. Lent Worship 
    7:45 p.m. Pastor Beck/Organists 
     
THURSDAY   9:00 a.m. Sewing Circle 
 
Next Sunday Fifth Sunday in Lent 
   9:00 a.m. Divine Service w/Holy Communion  
 10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
  

     
  
   


