
  

 



2 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960 

 
Sunday, July 31, 2022                   Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.  
We are glad you are here! Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book in 
the pew (be sure to include the name of  any children with you today). We invite you 
to come and worship with us again. If  you have any questions, or have an interest in 
joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor or one of  our Elders.   
 
Faith in Christ Is Rich Toward God 
To live for earthly things “is vanity and a striving after wind,” and work that is driven by 
such vanity “is an unhappy business” (Eccl. 1:13–14). The man who lives like that has 
nothing to show for “all the toil and striving of  heart with which he toils beneath the sun … all 
his days are full of  sorrow” (Eccl. 2:22–23). So, too, your “covetousness, which is 
idolatry” (Col. 3:5), makes a god out of  that which cannot give you life or happiness. 
For “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of  his possessions” (Luke 12:15). But “Christ 
who is your life” (Col. 3:4), in giving you Himself, gives you all the wealth of  heaven. 
Instead of  striving to lay up treasures for yourself, be “rich toward God” in Him (Luke 
12:21). 
 
Prelude - Selected 
 
The Ringing of  the Church Bell 
 
Words of  Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn:               “All Depends on Our Possessing”         Hymn 425  
 

The Invocation                 pg. 5ff 
P: In the name of  the Father, and of  the † Son, and of  the Holy Ghost. 
C: ♫ Amen.  
 

The Confession of  Sins & Absolution 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us 
forgiveness.  
P: Our help is in the name of  the Lord. 
C: ♫Who made heaven and earth.  
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C: ♫  And Thou forgavest the iniquity of  my sin.  
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto Thee that 
we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, 
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and im-
ploring Thy grace for the sake of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  
C: O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of  all our sins; and by 
Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of  Thee and of  Thy will and 
true obedience to Thy Word, to the end, that by Thy grace, we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To them that believe on His 
name, He gives power to become the children of  God and has promised them His 
Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us 
all.  
C: ♫Amen.  
 
The Introit: Psalm 49:7–8, 13–14a, 15; antiphon: vv. 1–2 
Hear this, all peoples! 
 Give ear, all inhabitants of  the world, 
both low and high, 
 rich and poor together! 
Truly no man can ransom another, 
 or give to God the price of  his life, 
for the ransom of  their life is costly 
 and can never suffice. 
This is the path of  those who have foolish confidence; 
 yet after them people approve of  their boasts. 
Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; 
 death shall be their shepherd. 
But God will ransom my soul from the power of  Sheol, 
 for he will receive me. 
Hear this, all peoples! 
 Give ear, all inhabitants of  the world, 
both low and high, 
 rich and poor together! 
  
 



4 

 

The Gloria Patri                                 pg. 6ff 
♫ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
The Kyrie 
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us.  
 
The Gloria in Excelsis 
♫Glory be to God on high: And on earth peace, good will toward men. We 
praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks 
to Thee for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heavenly King. God the Father Al-
mighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of  
God, Son of  the Father, That takest away the sin of  the world, have mercy up-
on us. Thou that takest away the sin of  the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of  God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only 
art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 
most high in the glory of  God the Father. Amen.  
 
The Salutation & The Collect for the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: ♫ And with thy spirit.  
P: O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in 
heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of  
Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: ♫ Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 (ESV) 
 2Vanity of  vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of  vanities! All is vanity. . . . 
 12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart 
to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy 
business that God has given to the children of  man to be busy with. 14I have seen eve-
rything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after 
wind….  
 18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the 
man who will come after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet 
he will be master of  all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This 
also is vanity. 20So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of  
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my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom 
and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not 
toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man from all the toil and 
striving of  heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23For all his days are full of  sor-
row, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is 
vanity. 
 24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find 
enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of  God, 25for apart from him 
who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him God has 
given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of  
gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and 
a striving after wind. 
 
P: This is the Word of  the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Gradual:  Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt. 
P: How beautiful are the feet of  those who preach the good news, 
C: who publish peace and bring good news of  salvation. 
P: Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 
C: and their words to the ends of  the world. 
 
Epistle Reading:  Colossians 3:1-11 (ESV) 
 1If  then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of  God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory. 
 5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, pas-
sion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of  these the wrath 
of  God is coming. 7In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8But 
now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from 
your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off  the old self  with 
its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge af-
ter the image of  its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncir-
cumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
 
P: This is the Word of  the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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[please rise and face the Pastor in the center of  the nave, a sign of  Christ’s presence among His people] 
 

Verse:  Colossians 3:23-24a               
C: ♫ Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
P: Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.  
C: ♫ Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
 
Holy Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
C: ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covet-
ousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of  his possessions.” 16And he 
told them a parable, saying, “The land of  a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he 
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, 
‘Fool! This night your soul is required of  you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself  and is not rich 
toward God.” 
  

P: This is the Gospel of  the Lord. 
C: ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
 

The Apostle’s Creed                                                                                         pg. 12 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  
the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of  God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  
sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Children’s Message 
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Sermon Hymn:       “Praise the Almighty, My Soul, Adore Him”          Hymn 26       
  
The Sermon       “Treasure Here or There?” 
 
[we stand] 
 

The Offertory                  pg. 12ff   
♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 
me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Re-
store unto me the joy of  Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen.     
 
Receipt of  Offerings 
 

Pause to Ponder 
Luke 12:15 – “And he said to them, ‘Take care, and be on your guard against all 
covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of  his posses-
sions.’ ” Coveting is the opposite of  being content with what God has given us. And 
the cure for coveting is twofold: thankfulness to God and generosity toward God’s 
purposes. So be on guard against all covetousness. Acknowledge that your Father has 
given you all you need, and therefore be free and confident in directing the mammon 
of  this world toward godly purposes. 
 
Hymn:                               “We Give Thee But Thine Own”                  Hymn 441 
 
The Prayers of  the Day 
Let us pray for the whole Church of  God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 
 

All is vanity, O Lord, without the grace and succor of  Your Word and Spirit. Guard 
our hearts against pride and arrogance and a life rich in things but poor in spirit. 
Grant to us wise hearts, that we may love rightly all that You have made and use them 
all for Your purpose and glory. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Guard Your Church, O Lord, the people of  Your own possession, and give to her 
honorable and noble men for the Office of  the Holy Ministry and gracious and de-
voted men and women commissioned for the teaching arts and works of  charity with-
in Your Church. Make us rich in the treasure of  Your grace that will never disappoint 
us, that we may give generously toward those in need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
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Grant that in our lives together we might show the love of  Christ to one another. 
Give all husbands and wives fidelity to their vows and promises. Help all parents teach 
their children to know and love the Lord. Guide all single adults, that they might find 
fulfillment in their service to others. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, kingdoms rise and fall, and leaders are raised up and brought low by Your 
will. Grant our nation and its leaders humility before You, that we might recognize the 
vanity of  all our plans and so be ready to rejoice and give thanks for Your every good 
gift in the days that You give us under the sun. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Be near to the suffering, the dying and the grieving, those struggling with cancer and 
other illness, and all those we name in our hearts who are in need of  your healing. 
Sustain them in the truth that their lives are even now hidden with Christ in God, and 
that when He appears, they will also appear with Him in glory. Give them compas-
sionate and skillful doctors and nurses, that their suffering may be alleviated and their 
minds and bodies returned to health. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord God, You have seated Your Christ at Your right hand and surrounded Him with 
all those that He has led out of  the great tribulation. We thank You for the peace and 
rest You have given them in Him, and we pray that You would one day deliver us by 
His hand into the paradise He has won for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                         pg. 14 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for the Word/Church                pg. 14 
P: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that by pa-
tience and comfort of  Your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the 
blessed hope of  everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  
C: ♫ Amen.  
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The Benediction                 pg. 14 
P: The Lord bless Thee and keep Thee. The Lord make His face shine upon Thee 
and be gracious unto Thee. The Lord lift up His countenance upon Thee and † give 
Thee peace.  
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.  
 

The Closing Hymn:            “Rock of  Ages, Cleft for Me”                    Hymn 376  
 

Postlude 
 
Outreach Thought 
Luke 12:13-21: Jesus told the Parable of  the Rich Fool to remind us that real life in 
Christ is about much more than material possessions.  Many people around us are rich 
in things of  this world, but poor in spiritual things.  Isn’t it great that we who have 
been made rich in Christ by the power of  the Holy Spirit have great spiritual news to 
share with those who are struggling in spiritual darkness?  Share the riches of  God’s 
grace freely. 

 

 
 
 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bible Class - Join us this morning as we finish up our study of  the Minor Prophet 
book of  Amos.  
 WHAT IS WORSHIP? Adult Bible Class’ next topic for study is Worship. It’s 
the quintessential activity of  Christians throughout history. It’s a lens through which 
the entire Bible can be explored and understood. It’s been the backdrop for some of  
the most beautiful music ever composed, and for some of  the fiercest arguments ever 
fought…Join us as we delve into the Scriptural basis for worship; as we walk 
through the history and tradition that led to the views of  worship espoused in the 
Lutheran Confessions; and as we study the ins and outs of  our own liturgy so 
that Sunday mornings will make more sense! If  anything about worship has ever 
made you scratch your head, join us! Answers (as well as coffee and snacks) are always 
free! 
 
The Ladies Aid will meet this Tuesday at 7PM for a fun trivia night. There will be 
teams competing and prizes given. If  you’ve ever thought about joining this great 
group of  ladies, this might be a good time to come and join in on the fun!  
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Blessing of  the Backpacks will take place on Sunday, August 14th. Parents with 
school age children, please be sure to have your children bring their backpacks to 
church on the 14th and we will pray for and celebrate the start of  school with the new 
school year on August 17th. We look forward to blessing the children and the start of  
the 2022/2023 school year.  
 
Ice Cream Social for Teen Girls: How would you like to meet up with girls your 
own age who share your passion for Christ? All girls 5th-12th grade are invited to an 
ice cream social and fellowship time on Saturday, August 13, at 2:00 PM in the Fellow-
ship Hall at Holy Cross in Warda. Moms are invited as well! We are starting up a teen 
LWML group in our Zone, and this ice cream social is your chance to see what 
LWML is all about, meet other teens from area churches, and even make a craft to 
take home!  If  you have any questions, please call Dorothy Schautschick at 979-716-
0094. Hope to see you there! 
 

 Personal Care Kits - The Ladies Aid is collecting items for personal care health kits 
that will be assembled and sent to Lutheran World Relief. We are currently needing 
light weight dark colored bath towels (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”),  and bath 
size bars of  soap in original wrapping. These items may be left in the hallway by the 
food pantry items for the next few weeks. Thank you! 
 
Camp Lone Star annual picnic is TODAY at Camp Lone Star in La Grange. The 
day includes music starting at 10:30 am, an outdoor worship service at 11:00, a barbe-
cue meal at noon, and the benefit auction from 1-3 pm. The swimming pool will also 
be open from 1-2:30 pm for those wanting to enjoy the cool water. Each year Camp 
Lone Star serves over 11,000 individuals through their retreats, outdoor education, 
and of  course our summer camp ministry. This annual event is a great opportunity to 
show support for Camp Lone Star and help it to continue the ministry into the future! 
 
South Lee County VFD 42nd annual BBQ Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, Au-
gust 13th, at the Serbin picnic grounds. BBQ by the pound will be available starting at 
4:30. BBQ plates with all the trimmings will be available starting at 5PM. Plates are 
$12.00 each. Music by the Lost Cause Band will go from 3:30—6:00. The live auction 
will begin at 6:30. Everyone is invited to come and enjoy the evening! 
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 
New Student Registration: Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is underway.  
We already have new students enrolled and would love to welcome you into our Fal-
con family as well.  Call us at (979) 242-2889 to schedule a shadow day or visit our 
website at www.flhstx.org for registration information. 
 
Opening Service: Please join us on Sunday, August 21st at 3 pm as we will officially 
open our sixth academic school year.  “Build Up” based on 1 Thessalonians 5:11 is 
the theme for 2022-2023.  A worship service will be held at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, Warda.  The service will be led by our association Pastors.  Offering will be 
collected to support the FLHS Scholarship Fund. A potluck dessert and punch recep-
tion will follow.   
 
Thank You! Thank you for all the prayers and support you have offered on behalf  of  
FLHS. As we prepare to begin another year, we are thankful for each of  you who 
faithfully pray and support the ministry God has created at FLHS.  Thank you, on be-
half  of  the students who will be instilled with wisdom as they become faithful leaders 
tomorrow, for your generous support!  
 
Amazon Wish List FLHS has created a wish list on Amazon, for needed materials 
for the upcoming school year. The easiest way to find it is by clicking on the link on 
the FLHS Facebook page or website. Help us clear our list!  Thank you for your gen-
erous support as we provide the necessary materials and supplies for our students and 
staff!   
 
Commuting from Bastrop? FLHS has some students in the Bastrop and surround-
ing community who would benefit from carpooling to Faith during the school year.  
Are you already coming this direction?  Please call Nikki Kueck at (979) 242-2889.   
 
Thrivent Action Team Grants: If  you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an 
application for a $250 grant to be used on projects at Faith, please contact Nikki 
Kueck by calling (979) 242-2889. Help us to be able to take advantage of  these funds 
for the good of  our school.  *We are currently looking to utilize Action Grants for 
our back to school activities!  

http://www.flhstx.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY 
Frances Schumann, recovering from a fall this week 
Those in our hearts and minds in need of  healing 

           Those fighting cancer, COVID, and other illnesses   
           Prayer for rain and cooler weather 
 
 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 

 July 31, 2022 

 

Rev. Dustin Beck                      Pastor 

Mr. John Gay                                     Lector 

Mrs. Carol Schramm                                                 Organist 

Mrs. Lisa Gay                 Greeter 

Mrs. Linda Hobratschk                                             Audio/Video System 

Doug Lehmann, Allen Wolf, Ron Zoch                         Elders on Duty                                       

Jay Woelfel                                                                   Acolyte 

 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

TODAY     9:00 a.m. Divine Service  

    10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 

     Camp Lone Star Picnic 

TUESDAY  7:00 p.m. Ladies Aid - Trivia Night 

    7:00 p.m. Elders     

WEDNESDAY  6:30 p.m. Cemetery Committee Mtg. 

THURSDAY  9:00 a.m. Sewing Circle 

    6:30 p.m. Picnic Auction Committee Mtg.     

Next Sunday  9th Sunday after Pentecost    

      9:00 a.m. Divine Service w/Holy Communion 

    10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Worship Service: 123  Bible Class: 34  

Sunday School: 6 


